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Shirer, William 
The Rise and Fall the Third Reich 
and Schuster. Oct. 17, 1960. 1245p. $10.00. 
a 


Club Choice—November 


Mr. Shirer has done magnificent job marshalling 
the material and organizing the evidence for this history 
Nazi Germany. Although recognizes the difficulty 
writing definitive history soon after the events, 
feels that the evidence complete (being mea- 
sured tons) and the fact that himself was eye- 
further difficulty which the author aware. 
detests dictatorships principle and has lived 
through this brutal assault humanity, came 
loathe the Nazis more and more. there one blem- 
ish this book, that, while very careful 
his speculations, his choice epithets characterizing 
the Nazi leaders and some their weaker opponents, 
Chamberlain, lack restraint and are unduly re- 
peated. 


The action fast-paced that novel and, al- 
though this long and many events therein 
recounted will known its readers, time does 
become tedious. fact, times, the narrative 
reaches feverish pitch excitement, the telling 
the attempt Hitler’s life July 20, 1944, and 
his last hours the bunker 1945. One chapter, 
“The New Order,” literally hard stomach; 
the author recounts the horrors the Nazis perpetrated 
their victims, especially the Jews, the Poles and 
Russians, the evidence was brought out the 
trials. This account not for the squeam- 
ish. 


The book begins with Hitler’s succession the chan- 
cellory January 30, 1933. Although the Nazis never 
could poll more than 38% the votes any free 
election, the Weimar Republic could longer 
saved because the leaders, especially among the Army 
politicians, had faith democracy. the ancient 
Hindenburg, much against his personal feelings, allowed 
Hitler become chancellor. Hitler, his part, hav- 
ing learned lesson the premature putsch 1924, 
had resolved that his accession power would 
constitutional means; then his revolution would have 
all the resources and powers the legitimate state 
his disposal. flashback, the author has some inter- 
esting things say about Hitler’s early years: about his 
name, his ancestry, and especially his years vaga- 
bondage Vienna where learned hate the Jews. 
World War served with some distinction, win- 
ning both first and second class Iron Cross and being 
gassed just before Germany’s surrender. Munich 
after the war, soon found that had the power 
sway men’s emotions his oratory and gained 
control group that later became the Nazi Party. 
After the failure the beer-hall putsch 1924, was 
sentenced five years prison; but less than nine 
months later was freed. During his confinement 
wrote Mein Kampf, the sales which were pro- 
vide him with large personal income. During the 
next few years, reorganized the Party, making 
political organization instead revolutionary one, 
found financial support, and developed leadership 
techniques that would enable him gain power legally. 


After won that goal, Hitler showed different face 
all opposition was crushed and even former henchme 
were murdered the purge June 30, 1934, leavin 
but one authority Germany: the authority 
Fuehrer. 


little less than half the book devoted the 
1939-1945. Here the author has not attempted 
armchair strategist, but points out such mistakes 
calling off the advance the Panzer units, (which 
allowed the British escape Dunkirk), and the 
ponement the attack Moscow which was the 
cause the eventual Russian disaster. also 
out Hitler’s curious distaste for the sea and his inability 
understand global strategy that 
Africa, Asia and America. citing the Nazi 
Mr. Shirer perhaps gives too much credit the 
Hitler and not enough the ability the 
generals whom despises hypocrites sycophants 


impossible here detail even adequately 
summarize all the events that happened the 
hectic years covered this book; but amazing 
see how well Mr. Shirer has accomplished his task, 
with the result that this superior general 
the Nazi regime. Other authors have exploited and 
will continue exploit the mountains evidence 
tured from the Nazis; but the essential judgments, 
seems me, have been made. Others may judg 
Hitler’s opponents with more indulgence and give them 
more credit for what they tried do; but doubtful 
that any will present better written, better organized 
basic history the Nazis, their works and pomps 
their debacle. There are two maps the end 
and over 100 pages notes, bibliography and index. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University 


Sideman, Belle and Lillian Friedman 
Europe Looks the Civil 
Orion. Oct. 323p. $6.00. 


The editors this book have culled the letters 
men, clergymen and litterateurs, including Karl Mars, 
Victor Hugo, Lord Russell, Charles Darwin, even 
Queen Victoria. Their views, together with the opinions 
many other Europeans constitute the theme 
readable reference book. apparent that Europeans 
for the most part seemed convinced that the only issue 
was that slavery. The dual problems state 
ereignty and tariff held little interest for the intelli 
gentsia Europe. them, their letters indicate, 
the Civil War was fought over moral issue. But 
Alexander Beresford-Hope gave three lectures 
printed) the Civil War, defending slavery 
urging the break-up the United States into four 
monwealths, Northwest, Midlands, South and Pacific 
ing army and foreign office. Baron Stoeckle, 
kov early the war, was highly critical Lincoln, 
man irreproachable honesty but mediocre ability, 
and Secretary State Seward, “(he) 
that will not listén anyone’s advice.” 


little known movement history the offer 
command the Union Army made the Italian 
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patriot Garibaldi Theodore Canisius, consul 
Vienna. Garibaldi turned down the offer but, 
letter September 10, 1861, writes: have doubt 
the triumph the cause the Union and that 
will come quickly.” 

Perhaps the best written and descriptive account the 
entire book are extracts from the correspondence 
Hieros von Borcke, Prussian soldier who served 
chief staff for Stuart. The two had much 
common and von Borcke idolized Stuart; the mortal 
wound Yellow Tavern moved von Borcke write 
one the most beautiful eulogies the War. 


Fine for Civil War buffs, students will find this help- 
ful reference work Civil War diplomacy; but the 
average reader will meet many names unknown and 
buried the past. Despite lack current appeal 
many the authors cited here, the editors have done 
most commendable job. 


Frank Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Hoover, Herbert American Epic, Vol. 
Regnery. Sept. 26, 1960. 489p. $6.50. 

Perhaps neither Foch nor Pershing made any greater 
contribution the winning World War than did 
Hoover, Food Administrator. After having directed 
the efforts which saved the lives millions people 
Belgium and northern France from late 1914 


1917, Hoover was called Washington May 


1917 and was appointed President Wilson May 
serve Food Administrator. That meant that 
Hoover became responsible for the food needs about 
170,000,000 people the allied and neutral nations 
Europe. keeping the civilians and soldiers supplied 
with food, Hoover was responsible for maintaining 
morale which finally won the war. Germany and 
Austria collapsed due largely food shortages affecting 
soldiers and civilians. 


The Food Control Act, designed expedite the ship- 
ping food Europe, conserve food this country, 
and reduce profiteering food products, was passed 
Congress and signed Wilson August 10, 1917, 
Hoover’s forty-third birthday. Thus began Hoover’s 
role custodian the nation’s food products. The 
Food Administration was granted working capital 
$150,000,000. Regular reports were made expendi- 
tures the President and Congress. Hoover himself 
accept any salary. Many his associates 
also refused accept payment for their services. Hoover 
had accepted pay for his work Belgium and 
France. Not the slightest hint scandal was ever asso- 
ciated with the Food Administration, despite the great 
expenditures made. unworthy official sullied the 
name the organization. Hoover worked tirelessly; 
his example was sufficient inspire his associates. 


Although the three year average American food ex- 
Ports prior World War had been 8,180,000 tons, 
the year 1918 the total was raised about 18,400,000 
tons. Without becoming dictator, Hoover urged the 

erican people change many their eating habits 
provide more food for export. Mondays and 

ednesdays became wheatless days and Tuesday be- 
came meatless day. Particular efforts were made 
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decrease the American consumption pork products 
increase the amounts exported these foods. 
Americans were urged substitute fish, poultry and 
eggs for the pork which could more easily shipped 
the Europeans. The result was that during 1917 
and 1918, one the Allied nations suffered acutely 
from hunger, with the exception the Belgians and 
they survived although reduced rations. 


Some the most interesting material this impressive 
book, prepared the only man who had the informa- 
tion necessary write it, the section dealing with 
Hoover’s efforts lift the food blockade against Ger- 
many, following the Armistice November 1918. The 
French and the English, for reasons made clear Mr. 
Hoover, blocked for weeks and months his efforts 
get food through the defeated Germans, many 
whom died malnutrition after November 11, 1918, 
and who, desperate for food, were possibly easy con- 
quests for Communism. Finally Brussels, March 
13-14, 1919, Hoover was able induce the British, 
French, Belgian and Italian delegates agree permit 
Germany import food, for which she was pay. 
March 1919, therefore, the Allied nations and the 
United States finally fulfilled the promises implied very 
clearly the Armistice terms the preceding Novem- 
ber the effect thatt Germany might import food. 
Mr. Hoover observed the time, and our children 
must live with these seventy million Germans. 
matter how deeply may feel the present moment, 
our vision must stretch over the next hundred years 
and must write now into history such acts will 
stand creditably the minds our grandchildren 
(p. 351).” This volume, the second the series 
American Epic, followed final volume. 
The works reflect credit upon their author, truly great 


American. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Schlesinger, Arthur Jr. 
The Politics Upheaval 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 749p. $6.95. (1) 


“As children light, the First New Dealers had be- 
lieved the capacity for justice which makes 
democracy possible. children darkness, the Sec- 
ond New Dealers believed the inclination injustice 
which makes democracy necessary.” this phrase 
historian Schlesinger encompasses the great changeover 
dealt with volume three The Age Roosevelt. 
Before makes his intentions clear, however, limns 
profiles Father Coughlin, Huey Long, Dr. Townsend, 
Floyd Olson, Upton Sinclair, and others, which are 
animate, intimate, and subtle, the reader might think 
Schlesinger (maternally Bancroft), has succumbed 
the literary pretensions the flamboyant George Ban- 
croft whose ten volume History the United States 
illumined nineteenth century historical writing. Schle- 
singer’s striking gift for phrasemaking, his too persistent 
use stage recognition device (e.g. few weeks 
later Cincinnati lawyer filed suit the Court 
Claims recover least $1.07 for each dollar invested 
gold bonds. His name was Robert Taft.”), seem 
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uphold this conjecture, his generous allusions 
Dos Passos, Lewis, Dreiser, Anderson, Faulkner, and 
other literary men the thirties. Properly understood, 
‘however, these latter references vindicate Schlesinger’s 
methods. Events which were shaping American des- 
tiny for generations come thrust upon the literary 
men the age both awareness and influence. Just 
the drama the age forced these men sense 
history, the history the times forces the historian 
sense drama. 


the profiles, the rhetoric, the stagecraft, remind the 
reader more Dos Passos than Prescott, must fair- 
ness observed that Schlesinger, like Dos Passos, has 
basic intention which, through all his nimble maneu- 
vering, never forgets. Behind the whole vast, scamp- 
ering scene the master profile FDR. mere 
hagiographical figure, the Roosevelt whom Niebuhr 
found “more renowned for his artistic juggling than 
for robust resolution” plainly emerges. Yet one per- 
ceives his “waiting strategy,” his exasperating eva- 
siveness (e.g. was asked about that last week and 
said would look and haven’t. can’t com- 
ment it.”), leader “unwontedly irresolute and 
unwontedly reticent,” tactical instinct which time 
and again carries the day. Invariably acted the 
principle that the unworthy will not prosper they 
can kept from seizing quick advantage. elimi- 
nated his adversaries holding them arm’s length 
until their strength gave out. lunch with the formid- 
able Father Coughlin, receives word that Long has 
been assassinated. With the coalition the right thus 
shattered resumes his meal one who sups now 
not with rival placated but with foe isolated 
and soon contained. 


Schlesinger’s FDR “nonideological,” astonishes 
Keynes with his “economic ignorance,” conferring with 
cabinet minister “as usual garbled his historical 


analogy.” But his dramatic instinct for sensing the 
energizes him. himself expresses it, ‘If could 
anything wanted for twenty-four hours the thing 
would want most would complete the melt- 
ing the the 214 federal judges 
appointed his three Republican predecessors, were 
Catholics. his 196 judicial appointments, were 
Catholics. Hoover had made “fewer first-class appoint- 
ments negroes office than any President since 
Andrew Johnson.” Under Roosevelt, Ickes was soon 
working with “Black Cabinet,” and the negro ad- 
American life. Despite the limits thrust upon 
powerful private interests, could said TVA, 
“No single public agency ever enriched and bright- 
ened the quality rural living.” 


Thrust across his path FDR groped toward his goal 
unified and prosperous nation, were the barbed 
entanglements left exploiting wretchedness, right 
ready shackle freedom, business leaders, daily 
growing greedier for gain prosperity returned, and 
conservative Court jealously conceiving itself 
continuing constitutional convention.” 
three elements could contained tactics delay, 
but the Court, luxuriating the leisure its per- 
manency, could easier apply Roosevelt’s own tactic than 
fall prey it. haste ground away, with the 


deliberate labor water falling upon stone, slowly 
surely eroding the structure the New Deal. 
Schechter decision shoved the administration 
ingly toward Second New Deal. 


Schlesinger invites consider these facts. 
1912, the Court only six times vetoed social and 
nomic legislation. From 1913-1920, decided adversely 
one quarter such cases; from 1920-30, nearly one 
third; under Roosevelt the percentage 
Senator Dell grumbled, ‘If the system judicial lay 
that being written defiance state legislation and 
congressional legislation continued there 
human power America that can keep the Supreme 
Court from becoming political issue, nationwide, 
the not far distant Court packed with 
conservatives FDR’s Republican predecessors, 
ating one one the various reforming measures the 
New Deal, getting itself hanged effigy Iowa, 
clearly was appropriating itself the authority the 
elected government. alone, confronted with 
situation which could out-delay him, 
bungle ignoring his own rule not act prematurely, 
Elsewhere the rule would remain force. 


This volume ends with the 1936 election. The 
licans would believe “God has laid His hand Alf 
Landon’s shoulder,” the right would argue that 
deluded FDR was hatching the cuckoo eggs Marx, 
the left would pity him ‘an honest, anxious man 
faced with impossible task—humanizing capitalism 
and making work.’” While 
Roosevelt cruised off the New England coast and from 
time time offered the press conservative estimates 
his margin victory. His foes wore themselves out 
against man who seemed unaware them. Toward 
election day his crowds grew and grew. Monsignor 
Ryan confidently assured him had the vote every 
nun California. The morning after election day 


Paris-Soir declared, ‘Henceforth its 


Schlesinger manages these rich materials with powerful 
effect. One worries about the struggle between Ickes 
and Hopkins, Morgan’s role TVA, the slow down 
the New Deal, Farley’s future, the temper the 
preme Court, just these things had not long since 
been determined. Encompassing every element, with 
great persuasiveness Schlesinger invites inferentially 
apply Roosevelt the thesis Lord David Cecil ad- 
vances explain Melbourne—that judicious inaction 
moves mightily human affairs. Yet, though Schlesinger 
dexterously manipulates his materials leave 
lated image, impression persists that, despite the 
effort Farley the instincts Roosevelt, under 
the wisdom Providence the nation survived because 
its heart was good. 


John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Drummond, Rosecoe and Gaston Coblentz 

Duel the Brink 
Doubleday. Aug. 19, 1960. 240p. $4.50. 
This summary the public career John Foster 
Dulles Secretary State when was the embodi- 
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ment American foreign policy and American 
power exerted international affairs, written 
couple accomplished and entirely competent news- 


men. 


For the first six years the Eisenhower presidency, his 
Secretary State was the dominating figure interna- 
tional relations, like good attorney always getting 
approval from his principal client, the President; but, 
also like attorney, not only advising but also plotting 
course action and dominating the policy pur- 
sued. This relationship and its consequences were en- 
tirely suitable, first because Mr. Dulles was far better 
informed foreign affairs than was Mr. Eisenhower; 
and secondly because his military staff and command 
background led Mr. Eisenhower desire “completed 
staff action” before problem came him, and also 
wish delegate action others. 


These are general the major reasons why current 
narrative and exposition how Mr. John Foster Dulles 
conducted negotiations the very brink war must 
value and interest, even this early date when there 
must still much pertinent documentary material still 
unavailable students and writers. evaluation, 
this must therefore superficial—as is—and must 
sufer from some the overpat generalizations and 
apparently inevitable journalistic writ- 
ing. The authors are competent newsmen and have 
done competent reporting and commentary job 
the man who successively went through the eras 


retaliation” and the unrealistic “rollback” and 


“brinkmanship” and the threatened “agonizing reap- 


call this book scholarship, definitive biography, 
history, would overvaluation. But does deal 
with merit with personalities, and especially with the 
peculiar personality Mr. Dulles. There are definite 
plus marks and minus marks the Dulles career 
here narrated and also definitely laudatory and defi- 
nitely critical remarks his actions and his 
opinions. 


Here are some quotations indicate the willingness 
the joint authors express their opinions Mr. 


Dulles: 


“His own great self-confidence his grasp and his judg- 

ment.” 

“He had the habit not looking the person was talk- 

ing to.” 
had deep religious faith” and had “trained and 
prepared” himself Secretary State and from 
first last was man controversy.” was 
and “hard-boiled” and and 
“ruthless” and “blustered.” had great affection 
Adenauer and “deep animosity” for Anthony Eden 
who thought him “terrible man,” possibly out 
jealousy, the authors suggest. was “grandiloquent” 
and had “self-defeating persistence.” 


Convinced that war was inevitable, yet “talked 
loudly and carried small stick.” the Suez crisis, 
London and with the French, gave his opponents 
the wrong impression, tried make diplomatic de- 
feat look like victory, and caused Premier Pineau 
France say: pushed him precise, but 
was never quite clear.” 
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These are phrases from the book. Transcribed thus 
from reading notes, they give falsely the impression that 
the book solely critical Mr. Dulles. The fact 
that, aside from these adjectival epithets, the book turns 
out narrative that leaves generally favorable 
impression Mr. Dulles and his achievements 
balanced against his failures. 


This book convenient summary critical years 
which have lead into open unfriendliness and insult 
from Russia, and have placed the United States the 
lowest position has occupied international affairs 
for over century. The experience his period has 
not been pleasant. Neither, therefore, this book. 
But useful, illuminating, and stimulating, although 
not—as was said above—definitive history complete- 
ness fact soundness epithet. Republicans 
the present political campaign will not like cite Mr. 
Nixon’s “experience” these international affairs 
anything commendable. 


The book lacks reflections Latin American policy. 
Colonel Elbridge Colby 


Hart, Liddell Deterrent Defense 
Praeger. Aug. 25,1960. 257p. $4.95. (IIb) 


The author this book has been for nearly four dec- 
ades retired officer unelevated rank whose knowl- 
edge military fact, whose incisive thinking, and whose 
judgment and foresight have produced writings that 
intelligent observer international and military affairs 
can afford not read with considerable care. the past 
has been called assist British high military authori- 
ties with his analyses, his opinions, and his skillful writ- 
ing. This volume, Deterrent Defense, looks like 
slim thing only 250 small pages. But Hart’s 
first overail survey weapons, tactics, and policy 
full decade. For those the know, therefore 
must.” For this reason and for its own inherent merits, 
extremely useful book and its implications are 
broadly important. 


Altering and perfecting some opinions previously writ- 


ten, and adding them more recent thinking new 


developments, the author fits separate older and some 
new studies into well patterned survey the stra- 
tegic situation the world today. The warfare old 
has become obsolete; total war will now merely 
total destruction; and nuclear pariety will result 
nuclear nullity. have reached stage, the author 
holds, where (1) potential threat operates de- 
terrent, and (2) limited war with limited means 
far the most likely kind, especially since Russia gained 
the A-Bomb 1952 and the H-Bomb 1954. 


Against such background, Captain Hart discusses the 
strength our thin NATO shield, new values for 
militia system the historic type rather than our 
own current semi-professional type, new tank opera- 
tions, possibilities new and neutral 
zone rather than iron ring iron curtain. 
emphasized the effectiveness night attacks, 
their past use and efforts stimulate troop training 
for them. 


The author was one who complained, more than two 
decades ago, that tank troops—with cross country capa- 


and 
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| | 
Brink 
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bilities—were too road-bound. made these com- 
plaints when the present reviewer was saying the same 
thing professional journals; and repeats them now 
after World War when the present reviewer 
front line headquarters saw and complained them 
still being too roadbound. The German attack was 
stopped the Ardennes the peak its penetrations 
the roads, where met them and smashed them 
along the line the Ambleve. 


This author was one those who protested between 
the wars the wasteful complexities parade ground 
“close order” drill, and did the current reviewer 
here—along with Percy Clarkson and Willis Tack 
and Joe Collins and others. Fortunately, the waste was 
eliminated before World War II, both here and 


Britain. 


This author has contributed his best thought, his wide 
information, and his forthrightness facing the prob- 
lems, great and small, armed power the world 
live in. does this realistically. does not 
smooth out sugar-coat his criticism, but states 
sharply, when, speaking night attacks World 
War says: “Commanders were obsessed with 
the risk confusion that they habitually chose the 
more certain risks annihilation for their troops and 
stultification for their plans.” 


This retired British officer has been able push re- 
forms into the British military system and off for 
nearly forty years. American active officers were never 
permitted speak freely, and That why, 
since the earliest days when Liddlell Hart and 
Fuller were starting commentary like this, British 
analyses and proposals for military reform and military 
progress have steadily been advance ours. With 
this book, they still are. officers, although they 
cannot write like this, can least read this writing and 
our tactics and policy may profit for they profited 
thus indirectly from the writings Fuller and Hart 
the 1930’s. And others will read and exert pressures 
our military men accordingly, they may again 
stirred progress they were the 1930’s. 


Colonel Elbridge Colby, USA Rtd., 
Washington, 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Roses December 
Doubleday. Oct. 335p. $4.95. 


“God gave memories that might have roses 
December,” old English proverb 
the title for this delightful autobiography. The book 
has index, and well illustrated with family photo- 
graphs. Its endpapers are attractive sketches the 
New England villages which are especially dear the 
author’s heart, although the few years covered this 
narrative, from the time her birth until her marriage, 
afforded extensive travel through the United States and 
Europe. Midway her book, she says, 
never going feel that any other cities have all that 
Boston and Washington can offer me, that any country- 
side beautiful the upper Connecticut Valley and the 
corresponding parts Virginia. But when such feeling 
results the conviction that only one’s native 
familiar heath that there are fine people, lovely sights, and 
well ordered and pleasant way living, the consequences 
are disastrous; they breed intolerance, misunderstanding, and 
often downright antagonism.” 


SELLERs 


Francis Parkinson Wheeler was born into atmos 
phere culture and charm, the house still 
the Monroe House the grounds the University 
Virginia Charlottesville, where her father, John 
Wheeler, was chairman the Department Greek, 
(This house now occupied the Dean the 
Architecture.) Although John Wheeler died the 
age thirty-six, already had earned splendid 
tation classical scholar, having been named for the 
University Virginia the renowned Gilder. 
sleeve, under whom had studied Johns Hopkins 
University. Northerner had had such post offered 
him since the Civil War. Among other distinctions, 
John Wheeler was the first American admitted the 
Vatican Library for study. His wife, Louise Johnson, 
famous beauty whose grandfather had owned great 
farm the Bronx” inherited Vermont homestead, 
and when John Wheeler’s illness forced his resignation 
from the University Virginia shortly after the birth 
little Frances Parkinson, they went there and 
modelled the house, where very shortly died. His 
mother, the original Frances Parkinson for whom the 
author named, was herself classical student, and she 
taught the little granddaughter read the age 
four, using the Bible for text, beginning with Genesis 
and going right through. “She was,” the author states, 
“not only the finest woman mother had ever 
known, but probably fine one possible for 
any human creature be.” The most beautiful 
many letters quoted the book one addressed her 
her namesake within few days the baby’s birth. 


The author portrays happy childhood the New 
England village and fashionable Back Bay Boston. 
She visited her grandparents 
(four years after John Wheeler’s death, his widow mar- 
ried Mr. Pillsbury.) She describes the church 
fairs, the Thanksgiving parties ,the “cousin” parties, the 
story telling, the Hallowe’en parties, the hayrides—all 
the bits Americana which comprised the social life 
the time and place. Even child, she was con- 
scious beauty and the book full descriptions 
historic and architectural detail concerning houses 
which she lived various times. 


Her travels with her mother included trips Washing- 
ton, C., the World’s Fair Chicago, the White 
Mountains, Los Angeles, Colorado for winter 
with her half-brother, James Underhill, mining engi- 
neer. the age eleven she went with her mother 
Europe, and her comments all she learned there 
bear out her expressed opinion that European travel 
not wasted young children and that they retain 
early impressions. her description these trips, the 
eager little girl with the keen, searching mind lives anew 
and perhaps awakens the reader nostalgia for the 
time when every day was lighted sense wonder. 


Back the United States the age fourteen, she 
studied Miss Winsor’s Boston and here began the 
lasting friendships which have survived into adult life. 
Always she longed write, and this ambition she 
received encouragement from any source; however, 
she has given pleasure and perhaps more than pleasure 
many readers the forty odd books she has pro 
duced. She loved study and was able and 
entious pupil. Many letters her mother during het 
school years deal with the usual school girl problems, 
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the straightening teeth, the laundry, the chilblains, 
the inadequacy the allowance. The youth that 
time had troubles and problems, they today, but 
they had standards propriety and codes behaviour 
with which meet them, and they had that sense 
security which comes “knowing one’s place.” 
Without ever striking note preaching, Mrs. Keyes 
shows the necessity such codes and standards and 
appreciation them. 


very early age she became engaged Harry Keyes 
and they married after delays and difficulties compli- 
cated discord both families. The trousseau was 
purchased last trip Europe, and described, 
together with the ceremony, great detail the last 
chapters the book. 


pleasure share the memories this skillful, 
experienced writer she looks back from maturity 
her girlhood, and interesting see her views the 
same qualities reasonableness and sense fair play 
apparent the young girl. She complimented 
having told family complications which grieved 
her, especially during her engagement, without bitter- 
ness and with mixture candor and restraint which 
few writers achieve looking back over their youth. 
She part all that she has met, and good 
part. Readers will welcome the author’s statement that 
“the whole book simply foreword another, carry- 
ing from where have left off now, provided that 
this much has given pleasure.” 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Lewis, Day The Buried Day 
Harper. 244p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The Buried Day deeply moving spiritual autobiog- 
raphy one England’s most important contemporary 
poets, the kind book that concerned much more 
with probing the many facets that constitute the artistic 
temperament than with recounting machine-like 
fashion the bare chronological facts life. 
attempt see the dominant problems and themes 
artist’s work reflections not immediate, dynamic 
impulses passing and very fragile inspiration, but 
emotions deeply rooted the recesses the human 
sensibility. Such attempt involves the most pain- 
staking and most soul-searching kind analysis, the 
most frank and revealing kind penetration. short, 
involves remarkable degree integrity the part 
the biographer would find the meaning and 
significance his work the “buried day” the past. 


his formidable task Day Lewis brings full mea- 
sure talent biographer, psychologist, and poet. 
is, however, the poet who almost always prevails, 
the poet search identity, search the many 
and varied elements that give meaning the flux 
earthly existence. the process takes the reader 
from his earliest days point 1940 when the com- 
ing war and powerful inner conflict generated 
faith and violent love affair seemed bring 
him grips with himself. Becoming self-exile from 
his beloved Brimclose, “left what retrospect seems 
alittle Paradise. But, Proust wonderfully showed, 
for certain temperaments the only Paradise Paradise 
Lost, and the kind regret call nostalgia more 
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often feeling for things should like have been 
than for what has been.” 


Events for Lewis are never seen simply events; they 
are seen parts evolving process which deter- 
mines very great extent the identity the pro- 
With minimum digression, recounts 
remarkably straightforward manner his earliest 
memories, the impact his mother’s death four 
year-old lad; the youthful hero-worship his father, 
Church Ireland clergyman; the circumstances his 
upbringing basically adult world and the agonizing 
emergence from childhood; the bitterness and disap- 
pointment following the break with his father. 
great deal feeling and sensitivity recalls his edu- 
cation Wilkies’, Sherborne, and Oxford; the memor- 
able years teaching Summer Fields, Helens- 
borough, and Cheltenham; the excitement the Thir- 
ties England with his loss never deeply felt 
Christianity and his temporary allegiance the Com- 
munist Party; the great war, the second marriage, and 
the eventual achievement great measure con- 
solation his poetic endeavers. The poet’s touch 
alive almost every page, lending grace and charm 
both the commonplace and the profound. 


Underlying the many and complex elements his life 
the “need for what stable, habitual, familiar; and 
locked struggle with it—sometimes the one prevail- 
ing, sometimes the other—an impulse toward the new, 
the unknown, the migrations which 
promise rebirth. not conflict alone, surely, 
but condition being human.” Lewis apparently 
does resolve great extent this conflict and gains 
some measure inner tranquillity, some deeper knowl- 
edge himself individual; work was en- 
hanced the joy and the pain which seemed purify 
vision and enlarge it, show poetry everywhere.” 


One may find the poet’s extremely unsatis- 
fying and distasteful. may even tempted say 
The Buried Day what Douglas Bush said Words- 
worth’s “Ode the Intimations that 
presents unique problem and offers unique solu- 
tion, that fails confront the human predicament 
with integrity and balance. There is, however, ines- 
capable ring sincerity Lewis’ pages that 
possible find his answers weak and ultimately unac- 
ceptable, but his questions deeply felt and frighteningly 
real. His book graphic record the quest 
man’s soul for permanence the midst flux. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Graves, John Good-bye River 
Knopf. Oct. 10, 1960. 306p. $4.50. (Ila) 


inevitable that the reader John Graves’ Good-bye 

River will compare him Thoreau. quote 

Lewis Gannett, 
“Out the scrub cedar country southwest Fort Worth 
comes book that like Texas river itself—meandering 
through Texas’ chancey bloodstained past and crazy oilstained 
present toward future full dams and ideas that will 
change both geography and Call John Graves 
20th century Thoreau.” 

Mr. Graves, well known contributor The New 

Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, and Holiday, has writ- 
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ten what really farewell the Brazos which was 
about damned up. poetic style, the author 
describes his three-week canoe trip with only pup— 
“the company. 

Interspersed his narrative are skillfully told anecdotes 
from the history and legends Texas; meditations, 
reminiscent Thoreau’s Walden, the attractions 
the solitary, ascetic life and the encroachments 
this 20th century the wild beauty the Brazos 
country. recreates mood solitude, contrasting 
the peace contemplative “aloneness” with the misery 
loneliness. The goat bell, the owl’s cry, rain... 
all deepen the mood. Quoting Yeats, “Have not all 
races had their first unity from mythology, that mar- 
ries them rock and hill?”, the author, words which 
approach sheer poetry, describes his waking the rain- 
drenched solitude where “that tiny blunt wedge 
sheltered space all that exists sensed universe 
softly streaming, gently drumming gray sadness beyond 
the storm flaps.” 

Illustrative fine sensitivity and vaguely conscious 
ethos towards nature, the author cannot hunt fish 
without ruminating the impulses which lead him 
killing wild creatures for which feels immense tend- 
erness. For the people meets, well those whose 
exploits describes, has friendliness and compas- 
sion. comprehends the human condition without 
lapsing into sentimentalization. Walden, 
should not talk much about myself there were 
anybody else whom knew well,” 
man’s origin and how can never escape it. The 


man who cultivates only his roots becomes root; the 


man who cuts away his roots only half man. 


Mr. Graves has written book which 
meandering pattern the river with poetic and philo- 
sophic digressions interwoven with anecdotal accounts 
the early settlers and their conflicts with the Coman- 
ches, “The People.” His religious attitude evidenced 
perhaps few rare dialogues where speaks 
“Calvinistic fundamentalism and its joined opposite, violent 
wallowing sin (which) settled the yolk 


“You may wish that the whole schizophrenic mess could 
tossed out and replaced with some sort Mediterranean 
again another passage, 
did most growing the Baptist country. There 
you breathed the Old Testament, like pollen, from the 
air, and produced its own kind hay fever. Not only 
Baptists, course. There were dozen more sects, 
and several splinters off each, and they all squabbled like 
cats midnight roof about such matters total immer- 
sion and the scope predestination. But they all saw sin 
pretty much the same light, and they all went the 
Bible for the word about it.” 
quietly humorous vein, Mr. Graves destroys the 
picture the Southwest seen our television 
screens, subtly pleads for reforestation, poetically pre- 
sents man solitary communion with nature, and finds 
the raison d’étre the River old Spanish maxim 
Juan Ramon Jiminez: 


“Pie patria casual elegida; corazon, cabeza 
aire del mundo.” 


his own translation and commentary, 


“foot one’s accidental elected homeland; heart, head 
the world’s air.” “Where the feet stand has importance, 
Spaniards know better than almost anybody. The Antaean 
myth has meaning still. And one river seen right, may well 
all rivers that flow the sea.” 


Best 


Good-bye River recommended all who wish 
enjoy vicariously trip the Brazos with poet. 
philosopher the humanist tradition. narrated 
language which all times vivid, concrete and 
original, frequently verging the poetic. should 
read that solitude which, for the ascetic, the only 


beatitude. 
Edmund Byrne, 
College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 


Rossiter, Clinton 

Marxism: The View from America 
Sept. 28, 1960. 338p. $6.75. 
This may well the classical confrontation Marxian 
Communism with our American politico-economic sys- 
tem. brilliant piece writing, should read 
every adult citizen the United States well 
Nikita himself. While the reviewer does not agree 
with every idea expressed the book, believes that 
even the most dyed-in-the-wool Communist can 
cover here why this country holds tenaciously the 
principle private ownership the means 
tion. But today, when many bigwigs Marxism 
are our midst, behalf the citizens this 
land that Professor Rossiter has performed distinct 
scholarly but easily-read prose expounds 
the Philosophy Marx and Engels and Lenin and 
Stalin, explaining clearly the meaning dialectic and 
materialism, proletariat and bourgeoisie and surplus 
value ,and that parade called history 
which marches inexorably through violent 
tion into the mythical realm pure communism. 
gives convincing insight into Marx’s mind and 
reveals Marx’s complete failure prophet. 
answers such puzzling questions as: When and how 
and why did the state, which was supposed “wither 
away,” become such instrument lasting power 
the Communist scheme? Why does Communism 
hold such appeal for the unfortunate people the 
earth? Why are most Communists dogmatic and 
even belligerent getting their ideas even 
shows why should consider ourselves fortunate 
the object special Communist contempt, since 
are the strongest rebuff their dialectical dreams; 
and why, while admitting our own faults and frailties, 
our breasts should swell with justifiable pride our 
own American tradition. 


Leaning way over backwards attempt more 
than fair Karl Marx ,the author might times con- 
cede too much; but reaches the one conclusion 
which had long suspected and would now like 
have shouted from the housetops—that Marxism never 
had the ghost chance this country. 


University Scranton 


Harcourt, Brace. 


Fischer, Edward The Screen Arts 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 12,1960. 165p. $3.50. 


Many critiques have been written about the film arts 
and the current trends mass communications, 
television. _Each has differed its approach, and 
its conclusions; many have erred addressing the 
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analyses and diagnoses informed and knowing audi- 
ences. The Screen Arts, Edward Fischer, the apt 
and able columnist Ave Maria magazine, well 
educator mass communications, has directed his 
survey the average viewer. His hope better the 
appreciation all all excursions into the wonder- 
ful world screen arts. order have the actuality 
screen arts, avers, “with some soul, there must 
with enough soul appreciate it.” 


opening preface, the author includes the thought- 
provoking idea that the morality the film televi- 
sion not concerned with the low neckline, wanton 
violence but the negligent killing time. adds 


that spirit, coarsened the shoddy, tinny and phony 
without any discrimination will never expand. 
can only shrink and leave unfulfilled the noble destiny 
planned for its Creator. 


interesting and provocative book, and needed 
one. The appendices include additional appreciation 
material, e.g., critical questionnaire, short film- 
source list, suggestions for film study group, and 
meager but good bibliography film books. Carping 
criticism might state that the author was loggerheads 
with the meaning the term, “average.” While wholly 
readable, some passages carry pedantic air above the 
average interest. Others may argue that the timeliness 
the illustrations current films and successes 
may soon lost seasons advance season. Some 
the material was intended for weekly periodical 


consumption and, now between hard covers, loses bit 


its immediacy. 


The valuable gist the matters and problems con- 
cerned contained the author’s remarks and con- 
about artistic truth, through the various arts 
the various workmen concerned technical phases, 
and the status the Church and film arts. each 
division, has knowing, knowledgeable manner 
pointing out the crux the dilemma. 


films, states, the way artistic truth not 
much the what the thing the how it; not the 
subject matter, but the way the subject matter 
handled. this consideration, the matter the civil- 
ized sense humor, awareness sense values 
gone askew, can figure prominently. For laughter 
one great motivation rooting out false sense 
values that lead many lives aesthetic squalor. 


The structural classifications demanded the Greeks 
for any art form, and including organic unity, restraint, 
economy means and harmony parts, are recom- 
mended for writers the screen arts. commenting 
“message” films, the author claims, “anyone who 
sets out write about religion has special responsi- 
bility good job. Religion deserves Grade-A 
handling. Good intentions pious subject matter 
isnot enough. Jacques Maritain has observed, piety 
isno substitute for technique.” 


The chapter directorial problems includes com- 
Ments motion, composition, editing, light and color 
and sound, which are all facts that demand juggler’s 
attention. Here also the critic warned about becom- 
ing aligned with one artistic style acting, lest 
blinded the virtues others. Art wears many styles, 
whether might the method stylized techniques; 
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communications histories, there inexorable 
rule change. 


the section considering “Films for the Future,” the 
author records the growth the non-fiction film 
through the services TV. slow awareness and 
appreciation the value the hand-made film, rather 
than commended, while the 
growth the fact-film, which helps learn about 
life through shared experience, credited 
acceptance. These, and not the factory use the 
mediums are necessary, says, are able 
separate fact from fancy. Otherwise, audiences 
might easily reach point finding not only difficult, 
but impossible, do. the jacket blurb mentions, 
let away with the “kiss-kiss” and trivia! 


Television, means for the electronic classroom, and 
the tremendous impact television, are jointly dis- 
cussed with summary that includes the simple rule: 
that turned the same one that turns 


you are one those bothered the inane fripperies 
film advertising which restricts your film attendance, 
or, are bothered the general pyschotic maudlin 
run drama (or re-runs), then you will find 
mental stimulation this reading take you out 
the “average” class. 

Judson LaHaye, M.F.A., 

Drama Department, 

Montebello, California 


Creighton, Donald The Story Canada 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 10, 1960. 291p. $5.00. 


Here Buffalo used that you saw beat-up 
car people with substantial clothing which didn’t fit 
too well, you would suspect that these people were 
Canadians. This, course, thing the past and 
now exactly the opposite closer the truth. Which 
means that substantial things are happening Canada 
and many people are asking why. This its 
American edition might well give the answer but un- 
fortunately the book misses the mark. 


However, before proceding, important give the 
view this review. The book titled “Story” 
and called the “first American edition.” this 
means that written for Americans and not for 
Canadians and secondly that going interest 
being factual, dramatic, detailed, written easy- 
to-read, fast moving style, avoiding controversy and 
explaining the items which are peculiar Canada. 


Using this point view find that the book 
wash-out. First all and foremost, for the most part, 
not interesting. Secondly, the book strongly anti- 
American. Thirdly, there evidence anti-Catholic 
bias. Fourthly, the book does not answer the questions 
that Americans are asking about Canada. 


Considering each point let look the 
interest angle. The early part the book satisfactory. 
(Although here the author not another James 
Truslow Adams). However once the Loyalists have 
engaged their mass exodus from the colonies, Mr. 
Creighton becomes lost details. The book loses 
momentum and dies. possible exception would 
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the struggle get the first railroad across the Do- 
minion.) 


The anti-American bias very clear. Consider this 
brief excerpt. Mr. Creighton discussing what 
calls the “destroyers for bases deal” Aug. 20th, 1940. 

“This extremely hard bargain, which Great Britain, her 


desperate necessity, was obliged cede the keys (sic) the 
Atlantic return for fifty quickly built, not very seaworthy, 


and largely obsolescent American (p. 245) 


This will surely news many American readers. 
However Mr. Creighton goes even further. Elsewhere 
mentions that the two great enemies which “young” 
Canada has fear are the Soviet Union and the 
ever these are only two very many incidents. 
hope that this not the majority view Canada. 
surely not the universal view. 


The anti-Catholic bias less clear but nevertheless 
evident. offer this example. The Province 
Manitoba passed law which deprived the Catholic 
minority certain their school rights. The Catholics 
resorted means redress provided the law. 
Mr. Creighton extremely unhappy about this and 
position where remedial legislation seemed the only 
possible policy.” Strange language indeed for group 
using constitutional rights. 


proceed our fourth point here are some the 
questions which the book does not even attempt 
answer—why the American dollar devaluated 
school system which supports public 
schools equally? 


So—we can give this book only limited approval. Mr. 
Creighton presents biased view which some Ameri- 


cans have experienced with some Canadians. 
better have open enemy than false friend. 
the airing these views honest minds can come the 
truth. this area the book has value. However 
the area interpreting Canada and Canadians open- 
minded Americans the book dismal failure. 


James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Michelfelder, William It’s Cheaper Die 
Oct. 4,1960. 192p. $3.50. 


the truth told, often better judge book 
its cover than its dust jacket. The binding may not 
eye-catching, flamboyant, but ordinarily will 
more substantial. refer the blurb “At last, here 
the book everybody’s been waiting for.” Nonsense! 
Carters’ The Doctor Business (cf, Best Sellers 18: 423 
Feb. puts It’s Cheaper Die unequivocal 
shame. Yet neither are without prejudice; and both 
subtly advocate the socialization medicine. Readers 
ought forewarned however that, should either ac- 
complish its purpose, may God help the sick—and in- 
deed the taxpayer. 


Michelfelder’s macabre title stems chiefly from 
Chamber Commerce figures for 1958. These figures 
reveal that ‘death expenses’ accounted for $1.4 billion 
consumer outlay whereas eleven times much was 


Best 


“spent the public stay alive.” The comparison 
odious. 


The author builds his thesis stereotyped, old 
generalizations. Organized medicine general and 
the particular get belabored lambasting 
welter confusing distortions and contradictions, 
miscellany paradoxical references and 
opinions lifted from text, the business” given 
merry hell. 


The pattern exaggerated criticism ever the same: 
the business side medicine; organized medicine; the 
policies the the hospital crisis; failings 
insurance plans; the shortage doctors; exorbitant fees 
fee-splitting; rising malpractice suits; and 
now the drug industry. 


Truly there nothing startling the book. But, 
tended not, reflects adversely upon the 
ing number doctors who are devoted the well- 
being and best interests their patients; replete 
with unveiled innuendo directed against the integrity 
and moral virtue the medical profession whole; 
cites the scallywags out all due proportion; and 
fact another corroding venture against the welfare 
the public. 


There neither bibliography nor index. recom- 
mend such book for either its title content would 
admit gullibility. It’s cheaper die? Hardly. 


William White, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Callas, Evangelia Daughter, Maria Callas 
Fleet Publishing Co. Sept. 29, 1960. 186p. $4.50. (I) 
“Maria really frightened child who screams and goes into 
tantrums hide her fears. She insecure little girl who 
needs someone strong cling and who must convince 
herself that she need depend upon one but herself. She 
has reached the peak; now, like girl with acrophobia, she 
afraid falling.” 
these simple, unpretentious memoirs, written col- 
laboration with Lawrence Blockman, Mother Callas 
gives the world her own version her tempera- 
mental daughter’s rise fame and the erratic irregu- 
larities that have rocked her star-studded career. 
document deep understanding and 
fact, Madame Callas seems bend over backward 
order rationalize behavior that is, say the least, 
capricious not irrational. 


The singing star’s path also seems littered with 
the wreckage caused her monumental ingratitude. 
Family, teachers and friends, all, almost without excep- 
tion, have felt its effects. And would take more than 
ordinary stretch the reader’s understanding 
and/or charity excuse the Diva’s reaction request 
for money. When her sister, Jackie, needed help 
start musical career for herself Italy, she was told 
uncertain terms: “If, you say, you still have 
money, you had better jump the river and drown 
When the mother asked for $100.00 month 
from the daughter who was making $1000.00 per ap- 
pearance and perhaps more, she received the following 
letter from her child: 

“Mother, have letter can give you nothing. 


Money not like flowers, growing gardens. work 
for living. You are young woman and you can work. 
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you can’t earn enough live throw yourself out the 
window.” 
What really emerges from this little biography not 
much the figure Maria, the great star, the 


stature Evangelia, the great mother. Her 


patience, her understanding, her motherly capacity for 
acceptance, all far outshine the antics the daughter 
she writes about. she who makes the book worth 


reading. 
Fordham University 


Kate Upon Lips Song 
Funk Wagnalls. 213p. $3.95. 
There’s sheaf photos the center this book 
highlighting Kate Smith various stages her career. 
She appears happily with such notables Jackie Glea- 
son, Eleanor Roosevelt, Fiorello LaGuardia and Harry 
Truman. Also with her mother, with her Grand- 
parents Hanby, and with the man who for most her 
public life has been her manager, Ted Collins. She 
shown, too, with World War Gls, and with the dog 
whose passing she still mourns, cocker spaniel named 
Freckles. most these pictures the famous Kate 
Smith smile evident. 


Earlier days, when Kate had family resistance 
stage career Overcome, were not quite happy. 
deference family wishes she even tried—though not 
for long—to adapt nurse’s training. When she did 


being tastelessly and unkindly ridiculed stage 
that fat and lonely, she finally gave 
notice termination. She had wanted sing, and 
respected. Singing under the circumstances wasn’t 
much fun. 


was Ted Collins who became Kate’s manager, who 
moved her voice and her heartiness forward with the 
millions. She gives him her unremitting thanks and 
loyalty and explains what shock his near escape from 
aheart attack 1956 was her. 


Miss Smith’s account her radio and television 
her aid and the defense bond drives World 
War II, uncomplicated and frank ever. Her 
famous noontime commentary owed much, she says, 
the guidance and research Ted Collins. But there 
are also passages which Kate discusses and defends 
the role the single woman, the problem what 
middle aged women should when their children 
are and launched their own 
for jobs, thinks Kate. 


One the women’s magazines has acquired serial rights 
Kate Smith’s story, not likely unread. 
There’s acknowledgment “indebtedness Ruth 
Mitchell Van Zuyle for her assistance the writing 


this book.” 
Gros 


That Great Lucifer 


Irwin, Margaret 
Harcourt, Brace. Aug. 10, 1960. 320p. $4.50. (1) 

This “portrait Sir Walter Miss Irwin 
modestly subtitles superb biography, should 
great deal correcting the popular impression that this 
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the Elizabethans” was merely 
courtier who curried his Queen’s favor spreading 
his cloak over mud-puddle keep her dainty feet 
dry, and sort swashbuckling dandy who introduced 
the “dirty Indian habit” smoking tobacco into Eng- 
land and the potato into Ireland. Indeed, from this 
eminently readable study, Ralegh emerges truly 
great man, reckless perhaps, but student, superior 
navigator and insatiably curious investigator, well 
great writer. Anyone who has fondly nursed the 
illusion that Francis Bacon could possibly have been 
the man behind the pen Shakespeare will have 
emend the theory and put his bets Ralegh, instead. 
(The persistent eccentricity which refuses admit that 
Shakespeare actually wrote the works ascribed him 
has nominated practically every other Elizabethan fig- 
ure, why not Sir Walter?). Miss Irwin’s skill 
novelist has only enhanced her authoritative scholar- 
ship the field biography, has been proved 
already her biographies Elizabeth,—Young Bess, 
Elizabeth, Captive Princess, and Elizabeth and the 
Prince Spain. this portrait, Sir Walter Ralegh 
brought vigorous life; and with him the court 
Elizabeth and King James the latter unattractive 
monarch has ruled England. The intrigues which 
conspired commit Ralegh the Tower and finally 
brought him death the scaffold are clearly ex- 
plained. The title quotation from the epithet 
hurled Ralegh Sir Edward Coke, who prosecuted 
the trial Ralegh, although Miss Irwin intends 
compliment, rather than denunciation. Ralegh was, 
“light bearer,” perhaps even “fallen angel”; but not 
satanic. That Great Lucifer fine piece work and 
recommended reading. 


> * a 


Burgess, Alan Seven Men Daybreak 
Dutton. Oct. 13,1960. $3.95. (Ila) 


The assassination the beastly Reinhard Heydrich, the 
general assigned command conquered Czecho- 
slovakia nazify was intended serve notice the 
Nazis and the world that the spirit freedom was not 
dead Czechoslovakia and was planned Britain 
carried out Czech parachutists dropped behind 
the lines the occupied country their birth De- 
cember 1941. The men who finally accomplished the 
deed May 1942 were Jan Kubis and Josef Gabchik. 
was vengeance for this assassination that the Nazis 
razed the town Lidice and murdered all but one 
its inhabitants. The story the two, who were the 
first dropped behind the lines, and the five others 
who were later sent help them, makes thrilling 


and tragic story courage and cowardice, 


selfishness the part many the underground 
resistance people who helped them, particularly and 
around Prague, and the weakness and treachery 
some others. Two the five parachutists turned in- 
formers; but the others were all killed resisting arrest 
and fighting heroic last ditch battle from the crypt 
the Church Sts. Cyril and Methodius Resslova 
Street just East the Moldau. The author, who also 
wrote The Small Woman, has thoroughly researched 
his account, but his skill organizing and presenting 
his material makes this read like Eric Ambler 
thriller. should make exciting film. 


Keitlen, Tomi, with Norman Lobsenz 
Farewell Fear 
Sept. 21, 1960. 286p. $3.95. 


Bernard Geis Associates. 


The sense sight the most precious possession the 
natural order. Those deprived live dark world 
too often filled with bitterness and fear. Tomi Keitlen, 
faced with that world, chose instead the challenge 
making her own way the sighted world, refusing 
ask accept pity special consideration. “To me, 
blindness not handicap endure but inconveni- 
ence outwit.” chose challenge and found that 
conquered free live. And have bid 
farewell fear.” 


The small beginning great agony and sorrow was 
accidental scratch her right eye from pencil point. 
Months treatment failed heal the injury, and the 
left eye was affected. six months she underwent 
five major eye operations. Finally, one eye was removed. 
Eight months later corneal transplant failed, and 
Tomi Keitlen was totally blind thirty-three. 


agonizing period adjustment followed, violent 
desire for independence and acceptance alternating 
with just violent demands for care and pity. visit 
New York’s Lighthouse for the Blind convinced her 
that she wanted part this “destructive segrega- 
tion,” she felt was. Enrollment the Seeing Eye 
School opened new world for her though she found, 
unfortunately, that there are prejudices and restrictions 
against guide dogs. With new-found confidence she 
toured Europe, climbed mountains and continued her 
work with the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation League. 
present she associated with Bonnie Prudden man- 
aging director their Physical Fitness Institute. 


While many similar books are marred extreme sen- 
timentality, Farewell Fear completely the opposite. 
fact, there coldness about it, but one must admit 
that Mrs. Keitlen honest recording her reactions, 
hopes and fears. disappointing note her rejection 
religion, solace otherwise, her definition God 
spirit goodness men who help mankind. Fare- 
well Fear may become just one more the present 
rash “How overcame confessionals, but Tomi 
Keitlen determined not become just one more 


handicapped person. 
Mary Moriarty, 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Love, Edmund Arsenic and Red Tape 
Harcourt. Oct. 26,1960. 175p. $3.75. 


this age plenty there one thing that are short 
of. don’t have enough books that are funny, that 
can make laugh. When book this type comes 
out, good read without further ado. This 
such book. The author infers that besides being 
funny also true. This hard believe. prob- 
ably has the truth that painting has. The painter 
look nature and then unifies. the philosophers 
say, the book has strong “fundamentum re.” 


The book series vignettes people who typify 
the “bureaucratic mind.” You probably meet weaker 
specimens every day your office. Mr. Love pins down 
his specimens like butterflies, better, moths; and lets 


Best SELLERs 


you really get good look them and what makes 
them threaten. There are twelve them, male and 
female. There the manager the dairy 
the Super Market; hates the customers because 
thy destroy the neat arrangements which has made 
with the goods. There the WAC officer who de. 
tained the attractive male officers who passed through 
her department; this was good for her and the Army 
Nurses but little tough the war 
many the pictures are drawn from Army life and 
makes you wonder just how managed win the 
war with these people riding along until you remember 
are reminded that this type individual common 
even our enemies. 


Mr. Love says his introduction that these people are 
real worry him; that they threaten our democratic 
and happy mode existence. However, you might 
quarrel with that statement little. These people are 
more like fleas blood suckers. They don’t destroy. 
They weaken. They don’t kill; they cripple. The hor 
rible part the whole business that they masquerade 
under the appearance efficient, hard working, 
people. Their prototype the Pharisee old. They 
are men the letter, the book; but them the 
spirit dead. them results are meaningless; 
rule and method that counts. 


There are people who refuse read book just for 
laughs. You may one. Well, this book does have 
serious side. There probably every one 
tendency the “bureaucratic state 
book could easily make aware this tendency. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Foley, Martha and David Burnett (Editors) 

The Best American Short Stories 1960 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 21, 1960. 392p. $4.95. 
the Foreword The Best American Short Stories 
1960, editors Martha Foley and David Burnett, deplore 
the growing decline the purchase books, the read- 
ing books, and the loving books the American 
people. And think must agree with them that 
our fast-paced, technical, highly specialized world, too 
few have take the time savor and digest the 
good fiction that available the classics and the 
contemporary literature that serious writers are turning 
out today. 


anomaly then that the lead story this 
tion, Santa Ana,” Sanora Babb, was published 
the so-called slick magazine, The Saturday Evening 
Post. this beautifully written story, the warm wind 
from the desert has strange effect people like the 
lonely spinster, Carrie, and the stranger door-to-door 
salesman. The appeal this piece the subdued, 
poetic quality the writing, which sets the atmosphere. 


Several the other stories have the same type 
appeal, namely, “The Ledge,” Lawrence Sargent 
Hall, the winner the 1960 Henry Awards; but 
Mr. Hall’s story the writing the strength and 
power the sea than the gentleness the warm 
wind the Santa Ana. Phyllis Roberts, 
and “The Hunter,” Lachlan MacDonald are others. 
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Another group stories this collection reflect the 
authors’ ability project people rather than atmos- 
phere. “Counterclockwise,” Elizabeth Larsh Young, 
warm, humane story Italian-American whose 
life constantly touched tragedy, yet who not 
defeated it. Maid’s Shoes,” Bernard 
Malamud, wonderful contrast people—a profes- 
sor, American, detached, nervous, impatient, and 
Italian maidservant, ingratiating, hard-working, worri- 
some and wanting unburden her problems the 
unwilling professor. Mr. Malamud presents his two 
characters with irony and understanding the two 
completely different points view. Other stories 
this group are: Don’t Need You Any More” 
Arthur Miller, “Defender the Faith,” Philip 
Roth, and Glance the Mirror,” Harvey 
Swados. 


For well-plotted and constructed stories, there are: 
“The Last Running,” John Graves, where Indian 
and Cattleman, old enemies, meet for the last run- 
ning against corralled buffalo; and “The Day the 
Bullet,” Stanley Ellin, well told from the point 
view twelve-year-old boy thirty-five years ago. 


For stories with racial national flavor, there are 
two excellent ones: “The Man Who Looked Like 
Jesus,” Howard Fast, who with compassion and un- 
derstanding has caught the sadness and misery the 
Mexican peasants; “Who Was Jesse’s Friend and Pro- 
tector?,” Peter Taylor, one the best pieces 
fiction recently published concerning the relationship 


between white and colored presented through the 


relationship one colored man and his “protector” 
family. 

“Words, Words, Words,” George Elliott, 
gust,” Mavis Gallant, “An Evening Performance,” 
George Garrett, Purchase,” Elizabeth Hard- 
wick, “Unbelievable Characters,” Howard Nemerov, 
and “The Man Who Lost the Sea,” Theodore 
Sturgeon make the balance The Best American 
Short Stories 1960. 


the conclusion the Foreword, the editors suggest 
that the stories this year’s collection prove that the 
United States America not literary desert, and 
must concur with them many the stories they 
have selected. Overall, this valuable collection. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Penfield, Wilder The Torch 
Little, Brown. Sept. 26,1960. 367p. $4.75. (I) 

The Torch the story Hippocrates, the Father 
Medicine, the “perfect physician.” this narrative, 
Dr. Penfield the author, neurosurgeon note, with 
obvious love and respect for his subject, synthesizes 
fact and fiction and eliminates from his raw material 
what irrelevant and preserves the appropriate. The 
author’s own experience medical practice and medi- 
cal teaching filters through his tale the friend the 
wise and teacher the good, while the glory that was 
Greece spread before series pictures. Dr. 
Penfield sees the timeless element transitory life 
Hippocrates, that seem not the year 
1960, but the fifth century B.C. 
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With exquisite sense detail, the author creates 
atmosphere which mirrors the past clearly with bits 
history, old medical lore reinterpreted, home life, dress, 
and marriage customs, but most all, vivid image 
Hippocrates reflected. 


One startling idea emerging from the story the mod- 
ernity the thinking. Surely, Hippocrates should 
recognized the father what now 
psycho-somatic medicine, since states: 


“Fear must examined before can conquered.” (p. 33) 
“It helps share your thoughts with someone who will 
listen.” (p. 136) 

“The cause disease and the cause unhappiness are often 
found the patient’s immediate environment.” (p. 159) 


“Medicine not philosophy—the physician must know the 
meaning pity and compassion.” (p. 272) 
Thus, through these pages become acquainted with 
learned and humane man, known many only 
the physician’s oath which bears his name. 


come know the man and his method, and al- 
though claimed not philosopher, never 
doubted that can really learn understand and 
know the world around us, and that, the right method 
once grasped, knowledge may extended farther and 
farther until attains the very nature things. 
displayed his interest the practical bearings scien- 
tific inquiry; but his own actual achievements went far 
towards moulding the character the thought his 
age. 


Part the design the book fictional love story 
Hippocrates and the lovely Daphne. Hippocrates 
describes love “the mysterious urge that comes 
man regard one woman. has elements the 
bond the spirit that present even when the body 
forgotten.” (159) 


There dramatic intrigue the fictional account 
Olympias, the mother Cleomedes the boxer. Be- 
cause icy hatred and malicious revenge built 
her sick mind for Hippocrates, Olympias responsible 
for the fire that burned the medical manuscripts the 
great school medicine Cnidus—the world’s first 
medical library. 


The Hippocratic Oath with its wisdom and dignity 
developed with its eternal values that time can never 
change. There thrill reading the words, 


will keep pure and holy both life and art. Here 
the beginning all, and the end. good physician may 
swear that and strive keep his oath—today—tomorrow 
and always.” (p. 275) 


This book highly recommended for all adults who 
are stimulated ideas presented with sincerity and 
written with lyric intensity. This novel sub- 


stance, pure gold. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Spicer, Bart The Day Before Thunder 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 348p. $4.50. 


Despite the somewhat fatuous title The Day Before 
Thunder good story, artfully told, and likely 
appeal wide class readers. What more, 
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uncommonly decent novel, and that rare thing 
these times. 


The “Day” author Spicer’s title the eve the 
American Revolution. the spring 1775, James 
Coult, young Scotsman, was sent New York his 
uncle, Sir Ruthven, head the banking house Coult 
and Company. The New York branch the Company 
was managed (and, was suspected, mismanaged) 
another uncle, Douglas Coult. The American colonists 
were secretly preparing for war and somebody was 
supplying them with munitions. was believed 
London that Douglas Coult was involved the illicit 
trafic war materiel. Young Coult was sent the 
colonies warn his uncle and establish the neutral- 
ity Coult and Company. James, caught the 
flood tide revolution, found that neutrality was 
easy matter. Everybody met was involved one 
way another, either for the sake liberty for the 
sake profit. Even Miss Luisa, Douglas Coult’s step- 
daughter, was lovely but inept conspirator. She 
sought prevent James from meeting Uncle Douglas 
and, when that failed, she tried pass off another man 
her step-father. James saw through the ruse and 
eventually learned that Douglas Coult had died and 
that control Coult and Company had been seized 
certain Captain Sephard. had also won the hand 
Miss Luisa; but when the extent his villainy was 
disclosed she quickly transferred her affections James 
Coult. Sephard punished; the reputation Coult 
and Company saved; James and Luisa are married, 
and all ends happily. Most readers will like this tale 
mystery, suspense, intrigue, and young love 
authentic early American setting. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 
May 


The Leopard (Ila) 
Michener 


Hawaii (IIb) 

Advise and Consent (IIb) 

The Chapman Report 

Water Life (IV) 

The Lovely Ambition (Ila) 

The Affair 

The View from the Fortieth 
Floor (IIb) 

Watcher the Shadows (1) 

Kill Mockingbird (Ila) 

Trustee from the Tool Room (Ila) 

The Lincoln Lords (1) 

Before You (IIb) 

The Inspector 


Weidman Aug. 


July 
July 
July 


June 
Gibney July 15, 
J.Kennedy 


Jan. 15, 
July 15, 


The Good Years 

Enjoy, Enjoy! 

Mr. Citizen 

The Night They Burned the 
(1) 

The Enemy Within 

The Operators 

The Strategy Peace 

May This House Safe 
from Tigers (IIb) 


King 
Thomas Wolfe: Biography 
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Walker, David Where the High Winds 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 10,1960. 536p. $4.95. (IIb) 


David Walker’s new novel wild yarn the 
dian Northwest that has all the ingredients the virile 
story outdoor adventure well unobtrusive 
message the corrupting influence the world big 
business. combines bare-knuckle fighting, mushing 
with dogsled, liquor and hard living, several love stories, 
and the hypnotism the Arctic into book thoroughly 
the Jack London tradition. 


After two years prospecting the North Country, 
Simon (Husky) Skafe starts Out. takes with him 
claim huge pitchblende deposit Turtle Mountain 
and Anna, the wife his dipsomaniac partner, Jim 
Willis. The former buys from Jim; the latter 
takes when she thrusts her voluptuous self upon him, 


Back New Brunswick Anna becomes his wife and 
mother John and Sally. They form new life 
partying and wealth Husky develops Skafe Enter. 
prises into means business power and political in- 
fluence. The high point this phase plot teeming 
with incident gripping encounter with McClintock, 
evil labor organizer whose strike and self Husky 
crushes revival his former physical vigor. 


general, though, his rise millions debilitating 
proof that the city destroys the wholesome life with 
nature. Despite abiding love for her husband, 
moreover, Anna never heart accepts her new socialite 
role. She sees Husky grow big and want bigger, 
corrupting from liberal ideas into materialistic tycoon; 
and soon she realizes that she has part him for 
herself but serves only occasional libidinous need, 


Ultimately Husky’s preoccupation with business leads 
divorce. Still loving her abandoned Clark Gable, 
Anna finds weak substitute 
painter, David Dorrien; never wanting the change from 
his tigress Mae West, Husky accepts fragile and doting 
Grace his new wife. 


The children, however, bring the former partners into 
occasional extra-vincular sexual rediscovery. one 
such rendezvous Anna persuades Husky desist from 
trying fashion John into his own image, and the boy 
then permitted come home from the North and 
develop his talent writer. Sally, made the same 
steel her father and anxious know the frozen 
world that formed him rather than continue 
ing men into easy slaves, more problem. 
Husky accedes her insistence journeying with him 
the Turtle. 

The climax ensues plane crash and other mishaps 
that leave Husky, Sally, and pilot Brian Fiske stranded 
the Arctic ice. account that puts Amundsen 
shame, they make their way Eskimo village 
where they find Jim Willis, still penniless but still happy 
without all Husky’s tensions and 
married native. There Sally and Brian fall love; 
and Husky, who now has learned that money and 
power are not the real necessities, agrees their 


camp, moreover, Husky achieves final full renewal 
the primitive virtues that his mansion and office 
back Nova Scotia had dimmed but not destroyed. 


Even his worst, course, Husky admirable 
diamond-in-the-rough type, strongly reminiscent 
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Burning Daylight. His total honesty, physical courage, 
and decisive masculinity are not joined 
fussy marital fidelity; but are understand 
that, even though devoted Grace and appre- 
woman. the other characters have more robust 
vigor than subtlety, and their merits blossom best away 
fom urban artificiality. The plot frequently becomes 
discursive, with much dispensable detail, but this 
story which movement and episodic 
suspense make such flaws enjoyably tolerable. Adults 
will find effective entertainment. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Macgregor, James Incident Over the Pacific 
Doubleday. 286p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Hodder-Williams, Christopher Approach 


Doubleday. Oct. 7,1960. 260p. $3.95. (Ila) 


somewhat unusual for company publish 
the same month two books which look much alike 
and which also clearly have upon them the stamp 
the real professional. Doubleday has done so, and 
want kick with rousing cheer for both. 


Incident Over the Pacific the story flight from 
Hawaii Sidney, Australia. Aboard the plane 
new stewardess, two exquisitely lovely models, or- 


chestra conductor, concert violinist, atomic scien- 


millionaire and his wife, novelist, movie 
actor, and the man who owns the airline. There 
also, course, the crew. 


not ordinary flight. Almost before they are off 
the ground, with the hostesses switched that point 
fight, bickering breaks out among the passengers. 
threatens become something more 
for the few remaining hours daylight, but darkness 
fnally quiets the plane. When dawn breaks over the 
Pacific they are quite prepared back their 
each other when Henry Brunewald, the 
owner the airline, drops bone among them big 
enough for any teeth. 


the Pacific. Brunewald determined stop the test, 
and has ordered the crew fly the plane over the 
where the bomb waiting. Read what happens. 
Any suggestion part would spoil it, and tell 
you frankly that this boy knows how write novel. 
One minor fault: The novel pretty well lets you know 
what the author thinks. wrote few unnecessary 
make sure got it. For adults, capital 


Final Approach another novel about the airlines, but 
with totally different twist. John Emerson informed 
that his brother Eric has been killed air crash 
the airline that owns, and informed that the 
managership the line now his. What makes 
very intriguing for John, returns England 
take over, the fact that Eric’s wife Barbara was once 
John’s dearest love. What makes even more fascinat- 
ing than that his discovery that all not well with 

company and particularly that all was not well 


about the flight. 
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Into this problem thrown rather unusual board 
directors, some delightful army and legal types conduct- 
ing the inquiry into the cause the crash, and some 
old romantic threads not neatly tied all. 


makes for nice romance, plenty heroics, lots 
detecting, trial scenes, and most dramatic ending. 
When you look back it, you tell yourself that there 
was astonishingly little plot all. But our dear 
author certainly knows how squeeze for every pos- 
sible drop. For adults, crackers. 


Frank O’Gorman, M.A. 


The Nephew 


Purdy, James 
210p. $3.95. 


Straus Cudahy. Oct. 1960. 
Retired from schoolteaching and now operating gift- 
shop the college town Rainbow Center, Alma 
Mason lives largely for letters from her teenage nephew 
Cliff, fighting Korea. When reported missing 
action, Alma, unwilling face the possibility his 
death which her brother Boyd accepts, decides write 
“memorial” him. attempting gather informa- 
tion about him from others who knew him, she un- 
covers the unexpected, and, the last, she comes 
resolution her feelings for the boy. 


This plot-summary suggests that Mr. Purdy has written 
perceptive and engrossing tale. Unfortunately, 
has not. Something cross between Winesburg, 
Ohio and King’s Row, the book lacks the pathos the 
first and the drama the second. slow-moving, 
talky, and digressive. 


Mr. Purdy’s characters tend grotesques and fail- 
ures. neighbors, Boyd and Alma Mason have two 
men living together (one drunkard) about whom 
unwholesome rumors circulate (they appear true); 
woman whose hollow cane conceals brandy flask 
from which she tipples secret; another old woman 
whose mind wanders and who accuses her daughter 
and friends frightful misconduct. And there 
ex-radical professor, now five years from retirement, 
who rumored (with cause) his younger days 
have lain with his co-ed students. Now, reduced 
trembling, ineffectual figure, fears dismissal before 
retirement, although the incidents which would have 
justified dismissal occurred years previously. 


one point Mr. Purdy has introduced most improb- 
able event disclose suspicious fact the nephew’s 
life. How does fire start wastebasket locked 
room vacant house? His style conventional and 
flat, and for Mrs. Barrington the epithet “the old mon- 
arch” badly overworked. 


must admitted that Mr. Purdy has ear for the 
talk—perhaps prattle gossip would more accurate 
—of elderly women, but this hardly enough make 
good novel. The central motif Alma’s quest 
obscured and weakened its pathos mess scan- 
dalous detail about other tangential characters. One 
can only say that The Nephew the novel revealing 
the sordid secrets small town with again. This 
reviewer found the book tedious. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 
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Carroll, Gladys Hasty Come With Home 
Little, Brown. Oct. 308p. $4.00. (1) 


Gladys Carroll has written captivating book about 
dear old spinster the hills New England who was 
virtually unknown until columnist “wrote her up” 
mid-West newspaper. From that day forward things 
began hum around her door, and there was steady 
procession guests who came her home. She was 
marvelous cook, and the descriptions some her 
meals will make the reader’s mouth water. She was 
the keeper antique shop, and the descriptions 
the china and the bric-a-brac are almost fascinating 
the Yankee way she charged (and collected, too!) 
outlandish prices for them. She was genial natural 
philosopher, expert uttering sage words advice, 
and there were many times when she uttered several 
thousand words, too. Taken all together, these details 
add the friendliest type story that has come 
along for good while. 


The dear old lady, named Rosamond the way, 
completely the mistress all the people who surge 
around her after the columnist’s story, and she 
equally adept solving the problems the nervous 
young minister and his wife, guiding Senator and the 
Governor-elect along the path destiny, gently urging 
bunch University students along the road 
good citizenship and good manners, and re-orienting 
the ideals disillusioned young debutante. 


some readers find the book rather wordy, then others 
will valiantly insist that the words are worthwhile read- 
ing. This reviewer belongs the latter group, and 
was fascinated the old lady’s intrepid faith the 
innate dignity the human person, well her 
incurable optimism the belief that the common man 
can make the Nation better, only wants try. 
She never stops pleading for more stamina, both moral 
and physical, and her gentle insistence made more 
powerful because she really does herself the things she 
thinks others ought do. 


The reader will not have search long find the 
masterful hand the authoress work descriptions 
the best teachers and the best people she has met 
during her life. The preliminary pages say, course, 
that the work fiction, and any resemblance actual 
persons only coincidental; but difficult believe 
that this not composite character-study many 
favorite people. There are some genuinely stirring ex- 
hortations sterling Americanism, and the words are 
modern that even the Reds Russia and the 
bearded Castro Cuba come for explicit mention. 
Many the old lady’s speeches are masterpieces 
patriotic and even spiritual encouragement. 

All all, this plucky old soul wonderful person. 
It’s too bad that more people not have some person 
such that their family trees. There just doesn’t 
seem that type wonderful old grandmother any 
more, and more’s the pity, too, because they were 
wonderful breed. Most them did not talk much 
Rosamond, sure, but they had the same ideals, 
and they inspired thousands youths who remember 
them with affection. 

anyone ever had wonderful grandmother, this book 
will delight; person never had one, the book 
will make him realize what missed. This grand 
book, and the authoress deserves round applause 


for introducing Rosamond, the Grand Old Dang 
the New England hills. 
Eugene Dooley, Ph.D, 
Mount Saint Joseph 


Teachers’ College, 
Buffalo, New York 


The 
Sept. 29, 1960. 256p. $3.75, 


Stevenson, 
Rinehart Winston. 


This little confection sort tranquil soap opera 
English setting; fact, widder were 
British patois Mummie and telly, the novel 
have been named more appropriately Young Widde 
Musgrave, “the story that dares ask the 
whether series tempests teacup can maintain 
reader’s interest for 256 pages.” 


The story opens Charles Musgrave, who many 
years older than Esther, his second wife, placidly 
undergoing unspecified fatal illness. There 
flashback Esther remembers the early days her 
marriage, some twenty-five years before. that time 
Walter, Charles’ son first marriage and youth 
almost old Esther, yiolently objected his 
remarriage and flounced out into the world “to stand 
his own feet.” page Charles has been dead for 
three years and Esther resolutely facing life, coping 
with the problems presented their three grown 
daughters,—stupid and lazy Delia, sweet and unders 
tanding Margaret, and sweet and understanding and 
effervescent Rose. Actually, sweet and understanding 
Margaret hardly problem, because she already, 
oh, happily married practical and understanding 
Bernard Warren. Shortly Walter reappears, also sweet 
and understanding, and heartily ashamed his previ 
ous petulant objections his father’s 
Walter who, about 150 pages later, solves Esther’s main 
problem persuading Delia become his housekeeper 
South Africa, where, one page very near the end 
the book, the reader shown that Delia 
shiftless ninny after all. 


There are other incidents, course, and subplot 
two and number minor characters, 
particularly original interesting. Almost all the 
characters, major and minor, are pleasant—and 
Any complex character merely implausible and 
irritating amalgam two types. general, the style 
quite coy, and frequently reminded what! 
remember the style boys’ books generation 
two ago. The novel especially reminiscent those 
juveniles its featuring Margaret, the serious Mus 
grave; Rose, the fun-loving Musgrave; and switch 
Edward Stratemeyer) Delia, the unpleasant Mus 


grave. 
Edward Kaltenbach, Ph.D., 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Hurst, Fannie Family! 


Doubleday. Sept. 23, 1960. 286p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Locale: St. Louis. Time: Now. 


Cast: and Clara Sprague: middle-aged, contented, 
unpretentious, without envy their wealthy relatives 
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parents the twenty-five-year-old, home-living twins: 
Clarabelle, mousy, romantic, competent, hopeful; and 
Anchutz, plodding, unimaginative, contented. 


Charley Sprague: go-getter, knew good thing when 
saw it, got early and made fortune, which did not 
prevent his wife Polly from ending her days Dr. 
Schwimmer’s “nursing home” batty they come, nor 
did much for his children: Claudia,—married to, 
divorced from, but still love with professional base- 
ball player turned architect; and Brock,—married, di- 
alcoholic and psychopathic. 


John Henry Sprague: third the brothers, pale car- 
bon copy Charlie, wealthy because had tagged 
along with Charlie when wouldn’t. John Henry 
was married Myra, nee Goldensky, middle-flight 
concert pianist whose concerts John Henry happily 
Though Myra and John Henry 
were happy enough, even Myra were sometimes too 
uncomfortably aware the Jewishness that separated 
her from her relatives-in-law. 


Virgie: middle-aged, blond, addicted the wearing 
wrappers when she wasn’t going out, physically and 
emotionally generous, four years deserted her drink- 
ing husband, “one hell woman” according 
Charley. 


Rev. Phillip Polkinhorne: eligible young minister the 
church attended and supported the Spragues. 


Plot: Clarabelle was love with the Rev. Polkinhorne, 
but spite her recognized sterling qualities and 
suitability, lost him Blossom Eberhardt who was 
younger, softer, more attractive. Charlie Sprague mar- 
tied Virgie “in the eyes God,” (her husband had 
last been seen—was Cuba? Panama? the West 
Indies?). Virgie tried with some success help 
Claudia get her husband back. She tried also help 
Brock who had fight not only his alcoholic tendency, 
but the horrible fear that was going insane. Charlie 
threw her out when discovered them Virgie’s 
bed, although the situation was actually innocent. 
Clarabelle began keep company with the son 
friend Nothing much happens anyone 
else except that Blossom has twins. 


The story, such is, told jerky fashion with 
innumerable paragraphs and odd short chapters. The 
one character who seems real Myra’s little old Jewish 
mother, and she isn’t around much. This reads like 
the sound soap opera: Charley take Virgie 
back? Can Brock rescued from the brink?? Will 
Claudia really willing live Frank’s salary??? 
What will happen their marriage Blossom gives 
birth second set twins???? 


Summing-up: Schmaltz, paranoic-hebrephenic demen- 
and bottom pinching,—a natural for Holly- 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Jack Swim Rat Swim 
Lippincott. 190p. $3.75. (IIb) 


The cast characters Swim Rat Swim is, the 
order their appearance: the Rat, notably large and 
frightening; San, the fisherman; Bess, the Redhead; 
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Lyle Laramore, cracker king and yatchsman; Vince, 
the lifeguard; and Rena, the school teacher vacation. 
Somewhere the middle night revelry and 
drunkenness, and various means arrival, they find 
themselves all Laramore’s yacht, the Lazy Daze. 
morning the battery has failed, the engines are dead 
and this motley crew adrift the wide Pacific. 


Fortunately there are plenty crackers and whiskey 
aboard and one unduly alarmed. But the days 
pass and their chances rescue grow dimmer, things 
become bit nasty. Considering that Lyle, Vince and 
Bess are pretty nasty low-down characters begin 
with, this hardly unexpected. this point that 
they sense the presence the rat, malevolent creature 
who begins make inroads into the cracker cartons. 
the evil spirit the boat and from the combat 
between him and Vince ensues series events which 
keeps the suspense mounting. Since this suspenseful 
quality the obvious reason for the novel’s existence, 
won’t spoil the reader’s sport telling what happens 
next. 


novel suspense, Swim Rat Swim effective. 
The descriptions the hunter and the hunted, 
sharks preying the yacht, the rat the bilge, 
storms sea are all vivid. But study the basic 
passions stirred stress and tension, more 
profound than Mickey Spillane any other novel 
the drug store genre. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Caldwell, Taylor The Listener 
Doubleday. Sept. 16,1960. 332p. $3.95. 


Taylor Caldwell’s new novel belongs species 
book that has become all too rare: the book that 
the same time reverent, even devout, and skilfully 
written. The subject matter the life practically 
anyone and each her vignettes Miss Caldwell 
brings different person face face with Christ. Sub- 
jects such this always draw author close the 
pitfall sentimentality, trap which Miss Caldwell 
has not quite been able avoid. should noted, 
however, that she does not wink misery and she does 
not overdo the sweetness life; her problems are tough 
and, sense, insoluble—only once does she come all 
too easily pat solution, and this case the solution 
death. There is, though, another kind sentimen- 
tality which quite prevalent but not easily discerned 
this supposedly unsentimental age; mode 
feeling that blurs thought and offers emotionally 
acceptable what the mind must reject; such senti- 
mentality this book has fair share. 


The site the events The Listener strange ora- 
tory which people are attracted the beauty the 
building, the words over the door (“The Man Who 
Listens”), and the Listener’s quickly established 
reputation for bringing peace troubled minds. 
this house peace Miss Caldwell brings number 
distressed people—a socialite, teacher, preacher, 
Jewish butcher and Jewish doctor, betrayed girl, 
rigorous judge, and others; she covers wide range. 
Each person, seated alone handsome room, pours 
out his soul and none any explicit answer given; 
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the answer comes from within when each one ulti- 
mately faces Christ. 


The idea good one handled well and 


many these instances handled extremely well. 
sadness spelled out merciless detail always 
becomes clear that Christ matched and answered the 
world’s sorrow. The method has high potential 


the other hand, anyone who apt apply thought 


dullness but Miss Caldwell has obviated most it. 


smooth novel may bit disturbed what sees 
here. Why, for instance, should Jew accept all that 
Christ means and all that has offer and hap- 


his emotions thoughtlessly, but would not apt 
stop and Why should Christ, the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, send Catholic girl the 


confessional and give Protestant minister new burst 
enthusiasm for his particular departure from Catho- 


lic Would this same Christ, Who Truth, 
advise scientist play the ostrich and pretend that 
had never discovered the great knowledge which 


carried about with him? 


Miss Caldwell undoubtedly pious and undoubtedly 
She also, how- 


sincere; her book has much offer. 
ever, wonderful example polished, cultivated, 
twentieth-century woman, with 


thinking. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Stephan, Ruth Crown, Love 
Knopf. 415p. $5.00. (IIb) 


This biographical novel Queen Christina Sweden 
Christina was the 
daughter Gustavus Adolphus, “the great soldier 


told first-person narrative. 


King, the Lion the North, arch-enemy the Cath- 
olic Church whose victories had kept the northern 


countries Protestant.” But Christina became Cath- 


olic, abdicated the Swedish throne and, the story 
opens, coming live Rome. 


Christina tells the royal welcome she received 
Rome from the Pope, her conspiracy win the 


crown Naples with the help Cardinal Mazarin 


France, her meddling Papal politics, her efforts 
promote Holy War against the Turks, her return 
visit Sweden and her long-lasting love affair with 
Cardinal. 


interest Bernini, the sculptor. 


Throughout the narrative Christina emerges self- 
willed woman, the true daughter her father spite 
her conversion. One wonders why she became 


Catholic. Certainly the spiritual aspect does not seem 
play large part, plays part all, Christina’s 


life. Politics, war and excitement seem interest her 
more. 
abdicated. The political side the Church for her. 
One gets the feeling that Christina would like 
Pope, that were possible. she contents her- 
self with bringing her influence bear Papal elec- 
tions. 

Just the spiritual side things seems have little 
meaning for Christina, seems have little meaning 


her words 
emotions beautifully tailored hide the defects her 


She also tells her patronage the 
arts, her academy Rome and her particular 


She must still Queen although she has 


for any the other characters the book. The 
Church presented vast political body 
could with all its members pursuit earthly 
glories. true that there were many abuses the 
Church that period, that Kings played part the 
selection Cardinals and that Cardinals sought for 
worldly powers, but Ruth Stephan does not seem 
see any other side. And when Pope elected 
out political influence being brought bear his 
election the author does not represent him favor. 
able light. His austerity means nothing. The 
portant thing that unfair Bernini, the artist, 
course one must remember that Christina who 
speaks throughout the book. But whoever that 
speaks and presents the Church this light Catholics 
will have object the predominance the 
light that presentation. 


The style the writing ornate and detailed. This 
certainly suits the pace the century which the 
story set, but slows the narrative considerably, 
Perhaps might better read the book 
once quickly for the story and the second time slowly 
for the descriptions. Such descriptions 
chamber mirrors, mirrors great and small and many. 
shaped, carved, gilded mirrors avaricious light, the 
warmth all gold breaking into pieces, mocking the 
chandelier’s tapers flash for flash, mirrors holding 
reversible world, tall, silenced clock, curved couch 
and embroidered chairs golden tiptoe, consoles with 
jaspers and lapis lazuli and cabinets gleaming 
gems princess coronation, mirrors catching the 
glow the mother-of-pearl chalice the circular 
table and embracing it, help one lose the thread 
the story. And there are one two almost 
every page. Without them the 512 pages would 
considerably less. Perhaps this necessary create 
the proper background, but have have 
much it? 


This not book for everybody. you like details 
court life and manners the 17th century, for 
you. However, you must prepared for minute 
description 17th century execution also and 
not treated with the delicacy accorded the 
love affair. Altogether feel that great deal 
study and preparation went into this novel, but are 
inclined wonder was worth the effort. 


Mairin Elias, 
Garwood, New Jersey 


Cost, March The Interpreter 
Lippincott. Oct. 219p. $3.75. 


Madame Mosalsk, the heroine this romantic novel 
known during her Stockholm and London period, 
has other, more glamorous names. the Russia 
Czars, she was first Olga Kalyazin; then, marriage, 
the Baroness But you are all choked 
with sympathy for lovely white Russian whose name 
was changed flight from the Bolsheviks, better get 
unchoked: Olga left the Baron Stefan after 
series misunderstandings, for lover the name 
Alexis Gregorovitch Saransk. Then came her 
vorce, and then the trifling matter the 
Then departure from Alexis. 
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Although the novel weaves and out the past 
till Olga’s Russian background and the collapse her 
marriage are explicated, the scene opens Stockholm 
where she one three interpreters bustling de- 
partmnt store. (The tourist trade Stockholm seems 
demand this sort service.) The time 1927, the 
time Olga’s womanhood the thirties ,and the time 
dramatically speaking has just begun. For Stock- 
holm she accidentally encounters Alexis, who out 
sheer carelessness seems never have 
Olga now longer interested Alexis, and 
when she providentially offered job interpreter 
London museum which includes its collection 
treasurers once her own, Olga descends upon England 
with sense relief. 


But England the past, the form Baron Woru, 
pursues. They have never, now appears, really 
fallen out love with each other. The story ends 
happily. Miss Cost does very well with this sort 
light, sentimental fiction. The backgrounds and back- 
moods, the minor characters are drawn with 
delicate touch. Almost everyone likeable. And 
while the love ethics the novel are absurdly askew, 
nothing vulgar even earthy permitted: the boudoir 
isnot amember the cast. The Interpreter pleasant 
and inconsequential reading and will probably tear 
few ladies away from TV. 


Charles Gros, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Bissell, Richard Goodbye, Ava 
Brown. Oct. 18, 1960. 241p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Mr. Bissell did novel called cents, which was made 
into musical comedy (or comedy with music?) 
titled Pajama Game, which was made into movie 
the same title, and from this experience came another 
novel titled Say, Darling, which was dramatized into 
comedy with music. But also wrote Stretch 
the River, and the River, namely, the Mississippi, 
Man), returns this tale truck driver 
and mechanic and man all trades who has built 
himself two-story houseboat moored the harbor 
the town Blue Rock, Iowa, across the way from 
and the fellow who tells about him, in- 
ventor sundry gadgets among which automatic 
ice shaver which makes Sno-Fuzz, who also has two- 
toom houseboat alongside Clyde’s all-electric kitchen 
masterpiece. That Clyde married fulsome 
female named Jeri and has four undisciplined young- 
and has the reputation being ornery, and that 
gets embroiled with wealthy playboy named Rip 
Ryan who plans dispossessing Clyde make way 
for big dock accommodate fertilizer factory, 
part the complications that keep this tale moving 
high and somewhat gamey speed. Frank, the narrator, 
has habit daydreaming about Ava Gardner and 
talking her, and hearing her answers, which supplies 
the reason for the title. says goodbye when 
finally finds true-love and marriage and mate who 
will share his cozy little harbor houseboat. safe 
say that this will, with considerable laundering, be- 
come movie. Handled rightly, should rib- 
funny. For adults, the story happy ex- 
cursion into laughs among the chuckleheads. 
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Berriault, Gina The Descent 
Atheneum. Sept. 23,1960. 181p. $3.50. 


Gina Berriault, having already achieved distinction 
short story writer, has turned this time larger 
form her story, The Descent. This short novel des- 
cribes efforts the United States the election year 
1964 adapt itself the horrible possibilities 
nuclear war. The political leaders that year resemble 
various individuals the recent past and present; they 
regard disarmament dangerous and the entire 
nation arms and digs itself literally into vast series 
underground bomb shelters. This descent into the 
shelters considered the author the ultimate 
descent mankind, and the end the tale the ulti- 
mate war about start, leaving only one more plot, 
which Nevil Chute has already done: the Beach. 


The plot details this decidedly bleak and hopeless 
picture involve the life associate professor his- 
tory, Arnold Elkins, who chosen the first Secretary 
Humanity—a post which the president thinks should 
comforting have around for populace preoccu- 
pied digging shelters. Elkins and his family find 
themselves series agonizing misadventures that 
progress from the ridiculous tragedy. Constantly 
there appear situations obviously based contempor- 
ary politics. They occur quickly succession and 
are chosen with such singular bias they become effect 
political clichés, such defense building shaped like 
triangle, mob demonstrations Japan, sexy blonde 
movie star entertaining troops, advertising agencies 
handling publicity for the government, defeated 
senator becoming the United Nations representative, 
glib silver-tongued evangelist, missionary-doctor-musi- 
cian emerging from the jungle with plan for disarma- 
ment. (Each one these properly mis-identified, 
sure; the missionary, for instance, came out the 
Amazon jungle. And somehow the author missed 
using fatigue-clad revolutionary leader wearing 
wispy beard.) 


And through all, like unamusing Don Quixote, 
goes the naive Secretary Humanity, bumbling along 
stupidly, finally discovering that only and few 
pacifists all the United States are willing take the 
risk disarming, even the rest the non-Com- 
munist world hopes that the Secretary Humanity 
may bring about disarmament miracle. now 
should seem inevitable that the Secretary discredited 
his own nation and forced into ignominy work 
unskilled laborer the very bomb shelters that 
made his mission such farce. 


Though this book the size short novel, re- 
sembles more overlong short story with its single 
mood descending hopelessness—not enough sus- 
tain many readers for its entirety. will lose more 
readers its assumption that the entire wrong 
every decision and every situation—except for the 
admittedly inadequate Arnold Elkins, Secretary Hu- 
manity. Such hopelessness and criticism, unrelieved 
any counterpoint humor other emotions, might 
sustained effectively short story but appear in- 
effective this short novel. Apparently much 
easier for author assume the omniscient position 
short story than novel that condemns indis- 
criminately. 
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might suggested that Mrs. Berriault finds herself 
the same dilemna the believer predestination. 
the coming the bomb inevitable, what the 
use trying make such somber story more read- 
But the bomb were not inevitable, then 
course would necessary more artful and allur- 
ing telling the tale. regrettable that Mrs. Ber- 
riault considered the coming the bomb inevitable. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Helen Decision Delphi 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 17, 1960. 434p. $4.95. (I) 
Kenneth Strang starts out from New York assign- 
ment for Perspective article Greek temples 
collaboration with Steve Kladas, Greek-born 
American photographer. Even before his ship sails 
learns about young woman who had visited the edi- 
torial offices with urgent message for Steve, the 
effect that must cancel his visit Greece. When 
the girl identified one the passengers, Katherini 
Roilos, the mystery begins. And mounts Sicily 
when Steve fails keep appointment, Naples 
when Steve ignores Britisher who recognizes him 
Yannis, and when Steve fails show promised 
Taormina. And the mystifying maneuvers Aleco 
Christophorou making rendezvous with Strang, 
who had known him during the civil war fighting 
Athens 1944, arouses Ken’s suspicions. Gradually 
learns anarchistic conspiracy aiming em- 
broiling the whole the eastern Mediterranean war, 
and gets inevitably involved deeper and deeper effort 
discover the center ring conspirators. Steve 
pronounced dead and the important films and docu- 
ments had entrusted Ken are turned over the 
Greek intelligence through the assistance attache 
the American embassy. 


Steve’s replacement from Perspective turns out 
the beautiful Hillard and together they seek out 
old friend Steve’s, Greek patriot named Petros. 
With his help they rescue Katherini only lose her 
again when she runs from concealment assist the 
maid, Maria, who had helped her escape 
wealthy but suspect aunt. Tension mounts Steve’s 
sister, Myrrha, asks for rendezvous with Ken her 
mountain village near Sparta, Miss Hillard kidnap- 
ped hostage, and the chief conspirator put 
the run. 


The background Greece and Sicily superbly done, 
and the characterization the large cast vital and 
authentic. Besides this and masterfully constructed 
plot, Miss MacInnes, (Mrs. Gilbert Highet), takes the 
opportunity ingeniously prepared for from time time, 
say some thoughtful things about the perils ex- 
tremist tactics, the nature true democracy and free- 
dom, the beauty and strength the great age Greece, 
particularly Athens. The sum which re- 
markably fine and stirring novel intrigue and sus- 
pense that head and shoulders higher quality 
than most such fiction. Miss acquired repu- 
tation for mastery this field with her first novel, 
Above Suspicion, and has constantly enhanced that 
reputation with each succeeding novel the one 
immediately preceding this, viz., North from Rome. 


Best 
But Decision Delphi, (her eleventh novel), far land: 
away the best she has produced, which should 
cient put this the best-seller lists almost once 
and keep there long time. orphan: 
all readers. domina 
McGivern, William Seven Lies South 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 280p. $3.50. (IIb) prising 
Mr. McGivern has left his big city beat set this 
intrigue and adventure southern Spain, the 
Malaga, and the desert area North Africa. His 
protagonist American, Mike Beecher, who ant 
been idling away two years villa near Miramar and 
who now coming near the end his resources, least 
neighbor wealthy Don Willie, expatriate German 
contractor dubious reputation, and his 
included. Mike has made friend Don Julio, Sisters 
the constable Miramar, and the Irishman who 
runs bar and rumored involved smuggling his actu: 
operations. Into his life comes Laura Meadows, who poss 
presumably friend Mike’s married sister and things; 
who is, she says, holiday travelling before settling sive, and 
down for good back home America. poss 
and Laura urge Mike take trip south James 
where job open for him with Willie’s firm, but 
turns out that he, former pilot World War the belie 
fly the commercial plane after they have high-jacked knowi 
reader discover, else his fun would spoiled. The Maria 
background good and the action fast-paced. 
shift and there are betrayals and unexpected assistance 
from one and another source. But some the willing 
ties language and some questionable moral lapses, 
together with some excusable incredibilities the plot, 
restrict this the adult reader, who should find this 
thrilling encugh keep him awake. 
Moynahan, Julian Sisters and Brothers 
Random House. Oct. 17,1960. 280p. $3.95. (III) There 
The author Sisters and Brothers, member the 
English staff Princeton University, scholar well 
known for his work critic the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth-century novel. Now trying his own Karel, 
hand creative artist his field specialization Movemen 
The resulting work indicates that certain areas Wife, Jacq 
Moynahan has followed his own lecture notes and read Situation. 
his own articles the journals, with great care and eno 
attention. While 
Sisters and Brothers the story two small boys from cepts the 
broken home who are placed Catholic While his 
the Diocese Pittsburgh until their parents shop man 
make permanent arrangements for their future. 
study the psychology boyhood the novel out 
standingly successful; and the novelist has lovingly por 
trayed the hopes, the fears, the romantic lor 
his two small protagonists. courage 
much for the brothers. When comes the 
(in this case the sisters are the nuns who conduct 
guilty some gross violations artistic integrity; the hei 
indeed, has left himself open charges deserted 
the truth. His right out Dickens’ Eng 
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place horrors and torments; place where 
sadistic nuns delight physical punishment and public 
humiliation the unfortunate inmates. Far worse, the 
orphanage presented place where evil pre- 
dominates; and this evil contrasted with the fresh 
innocence the boys entrusted the nuns’ care and 


protection. 


Mr. Moynahan is, one supposes, Irish (possibly 
Catholic) background. this so, betrays sur- 
prising ignorance the inner workings Catholic In- 
this not so, one would interested 
the sources from which secured his information. 
His portraits priests and nuns reveal almost viru- 
lent anti-Catholic animus. One prefers the open and 
blatant indecencies Mr. Brendan Behan, who does 
least possess the virtue being honest with himself 
and who adds that the ability genuinely hu- 
morous occasion. 


Sisters and Brothers beautifully written; Moynahan 
isa stylist the first rank. One wishes, however, that 
his actual intentions writing this novel were clearer. 
Itis possible, course, hypersensitive about these 
things; but one reader found the novel singularly offen- 
and wishes register his protest here and now. 
possible accept Mr. Moynahan’s approach from 
aJames Joyce; but Mr. Moynahan has not yet acquired 
stature, and Joyce did know the Church and 
the beliefs attacked. Moynahan gives little evidence 
knowing very much about the institutions attacks. 
does Mr. Moynahan consider the Awful Disclosures 
Maria Monk reliable primary source? does, 
should exposed repeat course research and 
bibliography. Possibly one his colleagues would 
willing tutor him privately. 


Stephen Ryan, 
University Scranton 


Kolar, Jean Return Fare 
Macmillan. Oct. 17,1960. 239p. $3.95. (Ila) 


There nothing very original about Jean Kolar’s novel, 
Return Fare. tells once more the white European 
trader exiled the black man’s country with only 
liquor, sex and memories keep him going. 


Karel, Slavic ex-luminary the French Resistance 
movement, cocoa dealer Africa, with unhappy 
wife, Jacqueline, and consuming hatred for his present 
situation. yearns for Europe but financial progress 
isnot enough for the transportation costs civilization. 


While trading mission among the natives, ac- 
cepts the physical attentions the chief’s daughter 
while his wife surrenders herself lecherous young 
shop manager named Bellien. Karel hears his wife’s 
indiscretion but lacks the courage face her with 
accusation probably because his own affair, but 
mainly because afraid losing her, though they 
longer love. But does muster enough 
courage bluff her seducer into returning ninety tons 
cocoa which, sold another customer, brings sub- 
stantial sum money Karel, and causes Bellien 
get the sack. 

the height enjoyment his ill-gotten gain, Karel 


accident, crashing his truck over rickety 
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bridge. Scores African ants sink into his lacerated 
arm, and between them and effort keep from 
drowning, his hair literally turns white with shock and 
his whole person collapses. 


Due largely the kind physical and spiritual care 
Father Meister, the missionary priest, Karel rescued 
from rifle suicide, his mind returns, and departs 
for Europe last, leaving his sins (including lengthy 
sojourn with Salome, his negro mistress) back with the 
squalor and hopelessness the French Cameroons. 


She joins him the next plane the 
traditional last moment burst remorse which, along 
with the other cliches the plot, permits deeper in- 
sight into the last statement the book jacket: “Return 
Fare has been bought Columbia Pictures.” 


Monsieur Kolar’s novel, put mildly, mediocre 
stuff. emerges sick recast Greene’s The Heart 
the Matter and Maugham’s South Sea narratives, with 
touch White Cargo thrown in. Much made 
the character Karel, but there much that hazy 
about him too. never are really clear his former 
underground activities nor why came specifically 
Africa. Motivation not Kolar’s strong point, 
also evidenced the sudden return Jacqueline 
her spouse. Further, despite episodes violent 
action, the narrative proper seems get any- 
where. slowed constant introspective prob- 
ings Karel’s part which surprisingly little reveal 
his character. may that some the briskness has 
been lost the translation Humphrey Hare, but 
have doubts. Return Fare routine fare and 
cannot recommend the intelligent reader. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Bates, The Grapes Paradise 
Brown. Oct. 19, 1960. 239p. $3.75. 
With this latest product his skilled and prolific pen 
Bates returns the form the short novel, 
which embellished The Nature Love and 
Summer Salander. These four tales were previously 
published England under the title Aspidistra 
Babylon, title taken from the first story the 
American edition. followed three others 
unequal merit, Month the Lake, Prospect 
Orchards, and The Grapes Paradise. The four spread 
over large slice territory, two set England, 
third the lake country Italy and the fourth 
Tahiti. But whether the coast countryside 
the tight little isle, the romantic lakes Italy, reef 
isle the southern seas, the theme remains the same, 
love and its complications among the children Adam. 


Celestine, naive and awkward the age eighteen, 
the Aspidistra rooted English military post 
the English channel, which her mother, who keeps 
boarding house there, tartly refers Babylon. Celes- 
tine becomes infatuated with Archie Blaine, fortyish, 
captain the guards, and gay blade modern Baby- 
lon, whom she encounters when seeks lodgings for 
his elderly aunt. Archie has designs not only upon 
Celestine but upon the jewels his esteemed aunt 
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well. Just when the bedazzled Celestine about 
compound follies, Ruby, the stellar chambermaid 
warm heart and easy virtue, comes the rescue her 
own inimitable fashion. 


Month the Lake switches the scene Italy, where 
Miss Bentley, forty-seven, and Major Wilshaw, fifty-one, 
both unattached, are enjoying the golden haze sum- 
mer’s ending lake resort. Miss Bentley consciously, 
and the Major unconsciously, have managed their 
reticent British way conceal their attraction for one 
another. Since their vacations are ending, time the 
essence. Added complications arise when Miss Bentley 
fit pique flirts with handsome young Italian 
and the Major’s eye caught slip young gover- 
ness, Miss Beaumont. rather late the 
season sure, the Major comes his senses and 
Miss Bentley’s superior character and conformation win 
the day. 


bit heavy English mist seems hang over Pros- 
pect Orchards. Arthur Templeton, baldish and 
bulging, vague, harmless sort character, bent 
developing apple that will taste like pear. His 
wife, Valerie, indulges music, muffled giggles and 
contempt for Arthur. her birthday party the lonely 
Arthur serves mindless miss, 
Anthea Barlow. Off with the old and with the new. 
seems though Arthur, who means harm any- 
one, may swapping the frying pan for the fire. 


The Grapes Paradise Vancouver bank clerk, 
Rackley name, three months’ leave, hits the beach 
Papeetee. After few weeks’ boredom moves 
with native family, mother, young son, and Theresa. 
The Tahitian maid massive young Amazonian with 
the strength ten and the face ugly wooden idol. 
She fastens her affections upon Rackley, who strives 
somewhat weakly avoid entanglement. When 
Therese discovers Rackley has been dallying with 
beautiful half-caste Chinese, the grapes paradise sud- 
denly run red with blood violent and tragic ending. 


The four stories are recounted with the lucid ease, 
economy and lyrical touch, which have earned Mr. 
Bates distinction. Each story has its appropriate setting, 
mood and movement, which the characters talk and 
act and their ways like plausible human beings, what- 
ever their age condition. All all this quartet 
stories solves social problems, eschews abnormal psy- 
chology, and offers pleasant couple hours adult 


entertainment. 
Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 
Clune, Henry Six O’clock Casual 
Macmillan. Oct. 17,1960. 346p. $4.50. (III) 


was once said: work art the whole greater 
than the sum its parts. this novel, the opposite 
true. has all the ingredients Hollywood 
“B” movie: hackneyed plot, unbelievable situations, 
contrived characters. 


The central figure just that: gorgeous widow from 
the wrong side the tracks. The novel about how 
she maneuvers and out scrape after scrape with 
men bent sexual exaltation. Along the way she 
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garners diamond watch and expensive weak 
five hundred dollars, several jobs which she cannot 
because ineptitude, and proposal from the 
decent man the work (which she turns down 
cause just wouldn’t work out). 

Along that same way, she is, sheer fate chance 
responsible for arousing latent insanity one 
(at least, Blainesville gossip has so); she 
smash-up involving college boy, minister’s sop, 
who gets drunk jealous rage over her; she 
lieved responsible (or thinks she is) for the suicide 
The miracle all that she emerges from all Nichola: 
with her virtue intact—except once, that is. she 
has couple dresses ripped from her gorgeous frame works. 
she tears perfectly beautiful skirt when leaving crew, 
automobile hurriedly; and her desires reach the Caribbe: 
melting point more than one occasion. Yet she pirates 
manages extricate herself, while taking along and bad 
loot she has garnered. the one occasion when passenge 
back her chore—a six o’clock casual. and who 
How can one recommend book like this anyone 
Xavier University, trusted 

runk 
Winton, John Saw the Sea others 
St. Martin’s Press. Oct. 17,1960. 206p. $3.95. (IIb) 
The author dedicated his first effort every man who 
has ever put sea (even canoe) and ever The best 
woman who has watched, waited joined the 
fracas, and then has dedication his second volume, 
but tells will welcomed all readers the 
first novel. The author active duty the Royal 
Navy and this reader, least, has stretched the 
British sense humor beyond its breaking point. 
was not our fortune, good bad, read “We Joined with the 
the Navy,” the first novel John Winton, described the Afric: 
delightful and irrespressible but the present effort world 
severe strain American-British understanding 
satirical humor. Presumably the story one the 
Royal Navy and assignments therein, for the benefit 
world diplomacy, especially the Far East, 
which are assigned all officers, weary sea duty 
officers beginning sea duty. 
The story concerns several young officers who leave life visil 
their newly-found female counterparts England and tion that 
the China Seas mystical ship, which tracted 
possibly exist. But, the true spirit make-believe, ment 
the ship takes the crew narrow winding river score 
fantastic country where imaginary receptions take plac 
and old friends show special places visit, which the 
ordinary folks not see. After the special cementing 
diplomatic relations, which results from the unfor dipso-), 
seen actions the natives and the crew, the and assort 
assignments made the Navy Department are com 
climatic. The wedding one officer with 
British show puts weak conclusion weak 
Various attempts strengthen the story using 
fanity and violating the Second Commandment the 
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weak effort literature, not especially harmful, but 
not recommended and certainly weak satire Navy 


life. 

John Cullen, 
Lt. Commander, USNR, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Monsarrat, Nicholas The Nylon Pirates 
Sloane. Oct. 24,1960. 375p. $4.95. (IV) 


With the publication The Cruel Sea and The Tribe 
That Lost Its Head brilliant future was predicted for 
Nicholas Monsarrat. This present novel fails live 
the promise and the achievement the earlier 
works. This the story the people, passengers and 
crew, luxury liner three-month cruise the 
Caribbean, South America and Africa. The nylon 
pirates the title are group well dressed thieves 
and badger game experts who seek bilk the other 
passengers the “millionaire’s cruise.” Chief the 
gang Carl Wenstrom who masterminds the operation 
and who adds vast sums the kitty his clever poker 
playing. The girls the expedition, Kathy and Diane, 
are along blackmail the vulnerable males they suc- 
ceed enticing their cabins. Louis Scapelli en- 
with the task milking susceptible middle- 
women who find his Latin good looks irresistible. 
The fifth member the party the Professor, sodden 
drunk who checks the finances and activities the 
others and who brings about terrible denouement 
shark-filled African waters. 


The best scenes the book describe storm sea and 
apoker game. The rest the narrative bed-to-bed 
account the adventures Diane and Louis and 
relation the whiskey imaginings the Professor. 
Kathy, although mistress Carl for six years the 
time the story opens, finally finds herself wanting 
kind life. Her declaration independence 
when she leaves the ship for afternocn 
with the fourth officer. Inevitably, they make love 
the African bush and “she re-entered with him young 
world innocence and ardour.” 


The unquestioned talents the author are wasted 
such material. The reader left with the impression 
that the writer could not make his mind the story 
was serious reflection life among the million- 
aires, the entire proceedings were handled 
one moment are assured that the 
cruise ship microcosm and that all contemporary 
life visible there. few pages later, with the revela- 
tion that Diane suffering from social disease con- 
tracted the voyage, witness the ludicrous amaze- 
ment the ship’s doctor Diane rattles off the names 
score possible contacts. There little here 
true literature true farce. The nine-hundred 
the ship, save for the Captain, are nearly all lost 
Corrupt politicians, maniacs (nympho- and 
old maids seeking husbands lovers, parasites, 
and assorted thieves make the passenger list and 
ship’s company. 


Pethaps the hardest accept the entire tale the 
explanation Carl gives for his life 
the only thing What started him his 
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life robbery was the sight his younger brother, 
turned into helpless invalid stray bullet 
policeman. swore that they could make idiot 
out brother, would make idiot out them!” 
There more, but all the same vein. must have 
been the squandering such talents that impelled the 
ancients coin the remark: “Corruptio 


sima.” 
Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Brief Comment 


McGinnis, (Editor) The Good Old Days 
Harper. Oct. 1960. 256p. $10.00 
With the cooperation the staff The Farm Quar- 
terly, Mr. McGinnis, co-founder that quarterly, 
has compiled and edited handsomely nostalgic volume 
pictures and articles depicting life the typical 
American farms and their nearby villages throughout 
the seasons the year and varying aspects work, 
family life, recreation and celebrations, weather lore 
and legend. splendid evocation the past and 
enduring way life, should please all readers. 


Blum, Daniel 

Pictorial History the American Theater: 

100 Years, 1860-1960 
Oct. 31, 1960. (384p. 
This enlarged and somewhat revised edition 
earlier pictorial history, the additions covering the years 
1860 1900 and from 1956 1960. The large book 
almost entirely pictorial, reproducing photographs, 
particularly the years from 1860-1900, that are rare 
indeed. Mr. Blum supplies short summary each 
decade theater 1900 and then takes his history 
year year the last theater season. Libraries 
will find valuable for reference shelves and for the 
amusement theater-buffs. The hodge-podge crowd- 
probably unavoidable the book kept within 
one volume limits. 


$11.50. 


Faber, John 

Great Moments News Photography 
Nelson. Nov. 127p. $4.95. 
The historian the National Press Photographers’ As- 
sociation has selected photographs from the histori- 
cal files the NPPA and supplied text explaining 
the situation captured the lens and brief apprecia- 
tion each case the photographer responsible 
the pictures. Two examples newspaper engravings 
made from early photographs, one officers the 
Crimean War and one Lincoln November 1860, 
lead parade critical events, tragedies and others, 
which shocked amazed captured the imagination 
the public over the past sixty years, (excepting the 
two pictures mentioned above). 
there are five six photographs illustrate inci- 
dent. There are photographs, too, the men who 
made the pictures. 


304 


Morris, James The World Venice 
Pantheon. Oct. 24, 1960. 337p. $5.00. 


Handsomely illustrated photographs, and with maps 
the areas about Venice well the fabulous 
city itself, this superbly written tribute city 
that fascinating its contradictions beauty and 
ugliness, vitality and lassitude, prosperity and 
poverty. Mr. Morris obviously loves the city and its 
people spite the faults not afraid expose. 
informed enough, too, recognize and explain 
the varying political currents which, much the 
shifting tides the Adriatic, work the foundations 
the picturesque city. This book for armchair 
travelers, for readers all tastes; but would advise 
must for those who are planning visit Venice, 
preparatory reading and guide consult during 
the visit. 


Kerr, Jean The Snake Has All the Lines 
Doubleday. Oct. 21,1960. 168p. $3.50. (IIa) 


Mrs. Kerr, (nee Collins), may not the funniest 
woman around these days, but she has lively sense 
humor that can find fun her own brood grow- 
ing children, her adventures with productions her 
plays, and the bestseller Lolita. There devastating 
satire Humbert Humbert and his nymphet which, 
however, makes this book for adult rather than gen- 
eral reading. appreciation her mother, Kitty, 
warm and wonderful. Chucklesome her account 
struggle provide daily sandwich lunches for five 
school children varying ages, chapter devoted 
establishing rules etiquette for kids; and listing 
the “ten worst things about man.” will delight 
the thousands who found Please Don’t Eat the Daisies 
just this side hilarious. 


Arquette, Cliff Things Are Fine Mount Idy 
Rinehart Winston. Sept. 26, 1960. 53p. $1.95. 


The zany letters Cliff Arquette’s alter ego, Charley 
Weaver, mostly him from his Mamma Mount 
Idy, are fine taken one time and over rather wide 
intervals. Taken all once, one after another, they 
can pall. However, there large segment the 
audience which finds this sort lunacy uproariously 
funny and for these watchers the midnight 
screens the book doubtless intended. 


Terrot, Charles Stowaway from St. Tropez 
Dutton. Sept. 29, 1960. 189p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Labelled “tale sex sea,” this not hilarious 
its publishers obviously would like think it. 
footloose and otherwise loose young lady predatory 
stows away luxurious yacht-for-hire 
the trip from St. Tropez Barcelona the occasion 
when was hired stuffy English businessman, 
owner large correspondence school corporation, 
transport entirely male collection business asso- 
ciates. The stowaway abetted and aided, after some 
footless objections, the tycoon’s nephew, David. 
all pretty silly and self consciously salacious, some- 
thing aimed, perhaps, the film studios. 


Miers, Earl Schenck and Paul Angle 
Tragic Years: 1861-186; 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 14, 1960. 1098p. $15.00 


The result the collaboration two the 
American authorities Lincoln and the Civil 
this two-volume “documentary history” that 
flict superb contribution literature marking 
centennial the struggle which more than 
men lost their lives and many more were wounded, 
many them permanently maimed. The 
the conflict followed from 1860 the capture 
Jeff Davis and the demobilization the armies 
through letters, diaries, memoirs participants, 
accounts and records the period. Pp. 1052 
contain double-column lists the documents cited, 
chapter chapter; pp. 1077-1098 comprise thorough 
index. Handsomely printed and bound, the two volume 
are boxed together. The “Christmas price” 
after that date the publication price $15.00 will 
force. For libraries and students the Civil 
this work highly recommended. 


Davies, Robertson Voice from the Attic 
Knopf. Oct. $4.75. (Ila) 


vote gratitude due Mr. Knopf for introducing 
Robertson Davies readers the United States. 
calls his book “voice from the attic” the assump 
tion that Canada the attic North America; 
there possibility pun not intended, since 
Davies’ opinions reading and the books one 
are often books that either have been little known 
and relegated attic were best-sellers and have 
since been, presumably, bestowed room the top 
where they gather the inevitable dust days. But 
what worth great deal the sanity and soundnes 
Mr. Davies’ comment, the delightful style with which 
writes, and the breadth view takes, ranging 
over all sorts books about all sorts matters, with 
appreciation and parallel profundity that broad 
without being shallow. Mr. Knopf has done his author 
and bound book. For those who appreciate good and 
thoughtful, yet genial, writing, Voice from the 
recommended, 


Teale, Edwin Way Journey Into 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 17, 1960. 366p. $5.95. (I) 


Starting the first day summer, Mr. Teale began: 
journey across America, “journey into summer” 
took him first northward New England, then 
ward along the Great Lakes Niagara Falls, around 
the upper peninsula country Michigan, back down- 
ward around Lake Michigan and Lake Superior, 
the northern tier States Montana and 
through Nebraska and Kansas Colorado. The 
the natural-born observer wildlife, the land 
many moods and aspects, flora and trees, 
streams and lakes, complemented pen 
deft and sympathetic and capable bringing into 
all that the eye has seen and the ear is? 
charming and informative book for the armchair 
ler and for anyone who enjoys good writing. 
ber fine photographs and end-paper map 
the text which also well indexed. 
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Flower, Desmond and James Reeves (Editors) 
The Taste Courage: The War, 1939-1945 
Harper. Oct. 10, 1960. 984p. $10.00. (Ila) 


difficult enumerate the many excellencies 
this book, which assemblage letters, diaries, 
news dispatches, military orders 
speeches, all eyewitnesses the events all fronts 
World War Two and from both sides the con- 
forces. Suffice say that this fine 
collection descriptions war, sea, land, the 
air, the front and back the lines beleagured 
towns and cities has been published the fifteen 
years since the end hostilities. special offer, good 
until November 25, originally the date set for its publi- 
cation, makes the book available $8.50; after that 
date the publication price indicated above will 
Libraries private and public will find this 
indispensable reference work, made valuable index, 
maps and key the sources the extracts used. 
The editors, who produced this work for Cassell 
Company Ltd. London have done magnificent job 
selecting and arranging, that the story World 
War from the invasion Poland the end the 
war Europe and the Pacific unrolls like kinema- 
documentary form. Recommended. 


Clark, William Tales Cedar River 
McKay. Oct. 26, 214p. $3.75. 


Here entertaining little volume “tall” tales 
adopted “State-of-Maine” William Clark. Devel- 
partly from material Mr. Clark wrote for the 
Portland Press Herald and the Augusta Kennebec 
Journal, the stories have special appeal readers 
interested the Down East locale. pre- 
dominate and the situations are mirth-compelling and 
exaggerated. 

Lawrence Mann, 

University Scranton 


Blake, Peter The Master Builders 
Knopf. Oct. $6.50. (Ila) 


The associate editor Architectural Forum, emi- 
nent architect some twenty years experience who had 
ahand designing some the exhibit Mos- 
cow 1959, Mr. Blake here presents detailed studies 
three the most famous and most influential mod- 
architects, Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, and 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Corbusier, (born Charles-Edou- 
ard Jeanneret), acknowledged the “master form”; 
van der Rohe, the “master structure”; and Wright 
“master space.” Many photographic illustrations 
the designs and the completed works each these 
three and index make this fine reference work. 
fost interesting feature this study the manner 
which Mr. Blake has been able show the process 
each his three subjects from their early 
work the individual style that each finally 
developed. 


Clue Works 


Patrick Quentin, (pseudonym for Hugh Wheeler) has 
expertly woven tale intrigue and suspense The 
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Green Eyed Monster, (Random House. 212 $3.50; 
old dependable Andy Jordan, major sus- 
pect the murder his wife, does his own detecting, 
keeping one jump ahead the police follows 
one futile clue after another, unmasking the faults 
and foibles, the deceptions and infidelities his rela- 
tives and friends. absorbing story, but not flat- 
tering picture the society which 
Tapping the Wall Helen Hull, (Dodd, Mead. 
244 $3.50; was first-prize winner Dodd- 
Mead’s College-Faculty-written mystery contest. Pro- 
fessor Macameny’s wife hypochondriac shrew with 
wicked tongue but has dutifully served her invalid- 
ism until she begins ruin promising graduate stu- 
dent with the connivance one the Professor’s 
colleagues. His wishing them both dead seems have 
effect without his having done anything. Ingenious 
and different Kurt Murdock, press photographer 
and amateur sleuth, solves the tricky murder Court- 
ney Alsop and free-lance photographer Jules Ragan 
George Coxe’s The Last Commandment, (Knopf. 
182 $2.95; Smooth and credible Gwendo- 
line Butler’s Dine and Dead, (Macmillan. 192 
$2.95; IIa), set Oxford among the scholarly set 
and concerns chiefly the mysterious man watching the 
enigmatic but popular Dr. Marion Manning. may 
bit too chi-chi for the average American mystery 
The setting Meet Tonight Martha 
Albrand, (Random House. 184 $3.50; I), Brussels 
during the recent World Fair; there ruthless com- 
munist agent waiting kill Hungarian patriot 
before can return Hungary organize under- 
ground work. American and his Hungarian refu- 
gee wife are involved fine novel suspenseful 
intrigue Larry Harris perpetuates the zany 
world Craig Rice, John Malone and Helene Justus 
The Pickled Poodles, (Random House. 217 $2.95; 
incredible but enjoyable tale Elizabeth 
Hely’s creation, Antoine Cirret the Paris Surete, 
growing stature. his latest case, Edinburgh, 
relentlessly follows that leaves real evi- 
dence, but leads surprising conclusion. Mark 
Displeasure, (Scribner’s. 216 $2.95; IIb), fine 
suspense novel The Berlin Couriers James 
McGovern, (Abelard-Schuman. 175 $2.95; IIb), 
both authentic report and gripping novel in- 
trigue, portraying the brutality and inhumanity the 
communist masters East Berlin. One wonders, 
however, the seamy side Berlin life not over- 
Peter Rabe Anatomy Killer, (Abelard- 
Schuman. 185 $2.95; IIb), explores what goes into 
the make-up the professional killer, the cold-blooded 
automaton without feelings, without regrets, without 
mercy. His hard-boiled novel tension and 
excitement; not pretty picture and not for the squeam- 
ish Earl Stanley Gardner’s latest, The Case the 
Shapely Shadow, (Morrow. 247 $2.95; I), another 
defeat for Hamilton Burger due Perry Mason’s 
efforts. Doesn’t the ever win As- 
signment Iraq Allan Mackinnon, (Doubleday. 
189 $2.95; IIb), well-written and interesting but 
somewhat amoral. Middle East intrigue and spies up- 
set what should have been peaceful tutoring assign- 
ment Killing Cousins, Fletcher Flora, (Macmil- 
lan. 153 $2.95; IIb), sordid little tale the 


murder husband nasty, gin-swilling whore 
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the country-club set; won the Cock-Robin mystery Nine other paperbacks have been issued 
award, probably only for its offbeat style writing University Press: Gilbert Highet’s Man’s art, 
Margaret Millar, (Random House. 310 $3.50; IIb), Joseph Ben Meir Zabara, (#2, $1.50; memorably 
thoroughly well-developed plot involving survival Spanish Jewish society the 12th 
nightmare which she sees clearly gravestone which century translation Moses Hadas. The Path; 
she mistakes her own, which she fears she Loneliness Margaret Wood, (#3, $1.50; Ila) 
been buried for four years. Detective Steve study the various degrees and kinds lonelines 
tracks down the elusive clues which involve her way- modern society and its effects the 
ward father, promiscuous young woman she Herschel Webb’s delightful 
been trying help the Clinic, the girl’s mother, and Japan, (#5, $1.25; Ila) The Autobiography John 
old vagabond who had died knife wound Mill, (#6, $1.50; (IIa) Discovering Plato 
had been buried the grave Mrs. Harker had Koyre, translation Leonora Rosen. 
333 $3.95; IIb), detective story only insofar (#8, $1.75; history covering the years from 
the story well-educated private detective, Alan Napoleon Art and Technics Lewis 
Macklin, hunting down the true life-story beautiful Mumford, (#9, $1.25; which something study, 
Sylvia West. finds sordid story that proves the internal conflict man between his The 
courageous, amoral, woman’s will escape from and his “technical” impulses The Biological Morpur 
destitution which she was born and reared. Basis Human Freedom Theodosius lections 
marred some vulgarities dialogue and situations, (#10, $1.25; IIa), “an attempt interpret some the (A223, 
but for adult readers, above-average who-dun-it. philosophical implications modern biology terms 
Among the new Oxford paperbacks, special interes 
Pocket Print and Reprint will Louis Cazamian’s History French Literature, 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: (#3, $2.65; Edward Dent’s critical studies Tales 
Among the large number worthwhile paperback edi- Operas, (#7, $2.45; Preface nove 
tions published during the month, there noteworthy dise Lost Lewis, (#10, $1.25; Ila), study with 
increase works concerned with Russia and poem epic, point view its style, 
literature. Vintage (distributed Knopf) has added and its theology Middleton Murry’s essay Walter 
six titles its newly established Russian Library, headed The Problem Style, (#11, $1,25; Victorian essays 
Louis Fischer’s history Soviet relations with the England, labelled “portrait age,” 
rest the world from 1917-1929, The Soviets World Young, (#12, $1.75; tialism 
Affairs, (Vintage 707, $1.85; Ila) new translation Hill and Wang, which has taken over the American Meyer 
Sergey Aksakov’s recollections his youth, Years Series, has added the following titles: Theo overall 
Childhood, with introduction Alec Brown Roosevelt and the Progressive Movement, 
has made the translation, (V-708, $1.65; charm- George Mowry, (AC-31, $1.95; The Auto “The 
ing book man who died 1858 the age biography Ex-Colored Man James Weldon supp 
novel Konstantin Fedin, Early Joys, (V-109, Johnson, (AC32, $1.45; Short Stories Jack 
$1.65; Ila), which was written and published the London, edited with introduction Maxwell Geis Flores, 
USSR during the so-called thaw following the death mar, (AC33, $1.75; containing stories mostly 
reprint the revised second edition from the post 1910 era London’s life Albert Jay Nerval, 
Panslavism Hans Kohn, (V-710, $1.85; which Nock’s study Jefferson, (AC34, $1.45; The resented 
traces the history and ideology the more than hun- Scribner Paperback Library issued collection ten trar 
dred-year-old movement unite all Slavic stories Scott Fitzgerald under the collective contains 
and two volumes the Vintage Turgenev; the Babylon Revisited, (SL22, $1.25; The Deat 
Volume contains the three novels, “Smoke,” “Fathers Last Puritan George Santayana, memoir form 
and Sons” and “First Love” Ivan Turgenev translated novel” first printed 1936, (SL23, $1.95; Ila) Hadas 
Harry Stevens and with introduction Avrahm Michael Pupin’s autobiographical From Immigrant Bantam, 
Yarmolinsky, (V-711, $1.65; Volume con- Inventor, first published 1922, has 
tains “On the Eve,” “Rudin,” Quiet Spot” Dr. Freeman Dyson, (SL26, $1.45; Moses 
“The Diary Superfluous Man” also translated novel, The Conscience the Rich, Aldo 
Harry Stevens, which Serge Koussevitzky’s foreword $1.45; IIa), one the sequence novels first pub essay 
appended Avrahm Yarmolinsky the editor England under the overall title 
the Anchor edition Soviet Short Stories, (A-218, and Brothers, the title the first the sequence which and tast 
Russian writers including one the late Boris Paster- Early Life Winston Churchill the story the Master 
nak Great Russian Plays, edited Norris Hough- great statesman’s childhood and formative years intro 
ton, (Dell LX-123, $0.75; IIb), contains six plays, one Harrow and Sandhurst and with the British army The 
representing each the following: Gogol, Turgenev, India and Africa, (SL25, $1.45; I). Poe, 
Tolstoy, Chekhov, Andreyev, and Gorky Fyodor The new Anchor titles, (distributed Doubleday), 
Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers Karamoazov, the Con- include the following: Culture and Society Raymond The 
stance Garnett translation, (Signet CT33, $0.75; IIb), Williams, (A220, $1.45; IIa), studies the development Pendulu 
has foreword Manuel Anton Chekhov culture society ffo m1780 1950, chiefly General 
Nina Toumanova, (Columbia Press, #4, $1.50; reflections the works authors the periods and 
IIa), study “the voice twilight Russia.” with the key references industry, democracy, superior 


and culture Karl Barth’s philosophy vol. The Once and Future King White, 
State and Church, (A221, $0.95; with $0.95; cf. 191, vol. The 
long introductory essay Barth’s social philosophy Watch the Night Hugh MacLennan, 
norably will The Book the Acts God T1867, $0.75; Ila, cf. 461, vol. Robert 
12th Wright and Fuller, (A222, $1.45; in- Penn Warren’s The Cave, (Signet T1866, $0.75; 
the Bible terms modern biblical 169, vol. 19) The War Lover John Hersey, 
nelines the letters Rainer Maria Rilke under the title Piece the Action Herb Gardner, (Ballantine 
Nuclear Age collection essays selected and Queen Jack Finney, (Dell D377, $0.35; Ila, cf. 
Plato the Institute American Strategy the Foreign (Bantam F2205, $0.50; IIb, cf. 426, vol. 
Research Institute the University Pennsyl- Roger Vailland’s The Law, (Bantam F2014, $0.50; 
The studies communist ideology, strategy 266, vol. 18) the Line Harvey Swados, 
and tactics are worth every one’s serious attention $0.35; IIb) The Cross and the Sword 
Lewis (A224, $1.45; I). Evangeline Walton, (F2146, $0.50; cf. 283, vol. 
the Last Days Shelley and Byron edited 16) Gale Force byElleston Trevor (A2142, $0.35; 
his artis Morpurgo, “the complete text Trelawny’s “Recol- cf. 24, vol. 17) for Love 
with additions contemporary sources,” Stowe, (Dell B-179, $0.35; original but much 
zhansky, (A223, $0.95; Around Theatres Max the soap opera vein too Hospital Nocturne 
the (A224, $1.45; selection essays from Alive Lambert, (Dell D380, $0.35; I), nurse 
Max’s criticisms The Complete Essays Michel and doctor routine that becoming too-too familiar 
Montaigne translation Donald Frame, oc- Inherit the Wind Jerome Lawrence and Robert 
three volumes, (A227 a,b,c; each $1.65; Lee the script the drama that ran Broadway 
excellent bargain for the scholar and the student and imminent for release_as motion picture, 
Tales Heroes and History contains nine short stories cerning the Scopes trial, (aBntam A2102, $0.35; IIb) 
novellae Joseph Conrad, The Doll Maker Sarban, (Ballantine 431K, $0.35; 
study with biographical note Morton Zabel, (A228, IIb), one those novels terror that somehow never 
its style, $1.45; From Shakespeare Existentialism come to, but always recall James’ “Turn the 
essay Walter Kaufmann, (A213, $1.45; Ila), series Cold Wind August Burton Wohl, 
Victorian the relationships between poetry, religion, (Dell $0.35; IV), shoddy the 
philosophy and the background from which existen- kind nasty potboiler the publisher tries sell with 
Meyer are four more plays enri sen, under the 
overall title When Dead Awaken, (A215b, $1.45; General Non-Fiction: 
nent, which also contains “The Lady Sea,” Early Havoc June Havoc, (Dell F110, $0.50; IIb, cf. 
Auto Master Builder” and “John Gabriel 87, vol. 19) The Mind Assassin Isaac 
Weldon supplement those already published Don Levine, (Signet D1854, $0.50; Ila, 293, vol. 
Jack Nineteenth Century French Tales, edited Angel Karen Marie Killilea, (Dell F117, $0.50; 
Geis Flores, (A217, $1.45; contains short stories 156, vol. The Secular Journal Thomas 
mostly such authors Sue, Maupassant, Constant, Merton, (Dell F116, $0.50; The Magnificent 
Jay Nerval, Bloy, Laforgue, Lemaitre and others, each rep- Scoundrels Alexander Klein, (Ballantine 427K, 
The one Five Plays Strindberg $0.35; IIb), which gives the stories scamps both 
ten translation Elizabeth Sprigge, (A219, $1.45; IIb), who mulcted gullibile public Oscar Wilde 
collective contains “Creditors,” “Crime and Crime,” “The Dance Frank Harris, (Dell LX130, $0.75; which also 
The Death,” “Swanwhite” and “The Great Highway” includes Appendix Shaw’s memories 
form Ten Plays Euripides translations Moses Wilde; the book indexed The Teachings the 
Hadas and John McLean bargain from Mystics Walter Stace, (Mentor MD306, $0.50; 
Bantam, (SC78, $0.75; are complete III), summarizes somewhat superficially the 
roduction unabridged and well translated; the introduction mystical thought Buddhism, Islamism, Chris- 
Moses Hadas also noteworthy Collected Judaism, Hinduism and Taoism; seems directed 
Aldous Huxley, (Bantam C73, $0.75; contains the beatnik crowd Premarital Dating Behavior 
first essays subjects ranging from nature, travel, love, Dr. Winston Ehrmann rather “scientific study” 
literature, painting, music, psychology, history, politics, dating behavior than book advice counsel; 
which and taste and style 399 pages literate comment would seem dangerous book for the susceptible 
Louis Stevenson’s Two Novels contain “The youth since seems stress frequency contact lead- 
the Master and “Weir Hermiston” with intercourse thus deceiving the unwary reader 
years introduction Morton Zabel, (FC76, $0.50; believing that such conduct natural and ap- 
Popular the famous author’s short stories, including Lampe, (Ballantine 
Murders the Rue Morgue,” “The Pit and the $0.50; thri ling account what Danish 
Pendulum.” “The Black Cat,” “Th Tell-tale Heart.” patriots did during the Nazi occupation protect and 
eneral Fiction: tories where V-2 components were Torch 
The Devil’s Advocate, Morris West, one the the Enemy Martin Caidin, (Ballantine F425K, 
acy, superior novels 1959, (Dell $0.60; Ila, cf. 188, $0.50; the rather horrific account the fire 
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bombs rained Japan, and particularly Tokyo 
March The People That Walk Darkness 
Ila), history the Negro people America; there 
fine bibliography and index making this valu- 
able book Money Their Own Murray 
Bloom abridged version counterfeiting here and 
abroad, (Ballantine F435K, $0.50; The Island 
Civilizations Polynesia Robert Suggs, (Mentor 
MD304, $0.50; will interest chiefly stu- 
dents anthropology Ashley Montagu’s Human 
Heredity for the specialist rather than the layman; 
there list inherited diseases, not all certainly 
hereditary and bibliography and index, (Mentor 
MT311, $0.75; Oriental Cooking Myra 
Waldo, (Bantam F2148, $0.50; I), should make any 
housewife amateur chef happy; the directions are 
concise and the recipes many and varied, and often 
surprisingly inexpensive Folk Song Jamboree 
Marais Miranda gives the words and music, with 
piano and guitar arrangements for variety folk 
songs from many lands, (Ballantine F432K, $0.50; IIa). 


Advance Ratings 


(Complete reviews will appear the next issue) 


Blais, Marie-Claire Mad Shadows 
Little, Brown. Oct. 123p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Cordell, Alexander Robe Honour 
Doubleday. Oct. 384p. $4.50. (IIb) 


BEST SELLERS 


University Scranton 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 


Best 


Dohrman, Richard For Innocents 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 471p. $4.75. (III) 
Erdman, Loula Grace Many 
Dodd, Mead. 309p. $3.95. (I) 
Goodman, Paul Growing 
Random House. 296p. $4.50. (Ila) 
Goudge, Elizabeth The Dean’s 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 22,1960. 383p. $4.95. (I) 
Holt, Victoria Mistress 
Doubleday. Sept. 9,1960. 334p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Hunt, Todd Anastasia Schult 
Doubleday. 164p. $2.95. (IIb) 
Kennedy, Margaret Night Cold 
Macmillan. Oct. 230p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Kunkel, Francis 

The Labyrintine Ways Graham Green 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 26,1960. 182p. $3.50. 
Leckie, Robert March 
World. Oct. 17, 1960. 218p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Levy, Barbara 
Rinehart Winston. Oct. 17, 1960. 309p. 


McCarthy, Eugene 

Frontiers American 
World. Oct. 155p. $3.75. 
Rab, Gusztav Journey Into the Blu 
Pantheon. Oct. 31,1960. 381p. $4.95. (Ila) 
Yerby, Frank Gillian 
Dial. Oct. 346p. $3.95. (IV) 


Second-Class 
Scranton, Penna. 


VULLOVUE VIE 


